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No v. Hymn compoſed in 8icknefs, 
VI. The Reſurrection. 
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OR; THE 


CHARACTER. 


OF A 


FINE GENTLEMAN; 


With REFERENCE. to 


the Coxpuct of LIFE. 
th — — — — 
* which are included Six PoE Ms by 
8 Mr, Appreon, Yi | 
I. Upon the Works of | Creation... © 
II, For Reſignation to the Divine Wl, 
III. On the Mercies of Go. 


& F 


IV. Thankſgivin g for Deliverances _— imminent Dam 


ger; in his Return from his Travels. 


TO WHICH IS PREFIXED - . „ | 4 
An Account of the Life and Writings 
of JOSEPH ADDISON, Eſq;. 


' LONDON; | 
Sold by T. Toxs0N, in the STRANDo © 
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: | To A R Co REND 
Mr, SHIRLEY, w 
Kettr of mw ts Boi + 


315, 


He ING 5 in the i Julloming Mts : 

Sf endeavoured to draw the loveli- 

| oft picture of human nature, and re- 

Preſent the glories. that riſe from the 
2 2 a 


iv 1175 DEDIC ATI 0 v. ; 

united virtues of devotion,  compaſe 
+ 5 Fon, and afability; I thought I 
could not polſibly find a more proper E 


Ty f patron, to whom 1 might inſcribe 


them, than a gentleman i in whom the | 
above-mentioned qualifications ap- 
pear with 4 __ _ beautiful | 
| and diſtinguiſhing.  —- , 
III bada talent at Nane riet, ; 
I ſhould never defire à better oppor- 
tunity to exert it; fince all who have 
the happineſs of your acquaintance, 
would unanimouſly join in the largeſt 
 ENCOMiums,, that the richeſt fancy, 
raiſed by the ra Jubjea, Warn in- 
t a e N 
IN an 9 eee 07 10 b0 


5 by 
— , 1 
1 - 


DEDICATION: v 
common wit and peculiar penetration, 
take an unnatural pleaſure in ridi- 

w | culing the ſacred: myſteries, and de- 

- ſpiſng the pure doctrines of holy re- 
ligion; you have accounted it an ho- 

nous to be devoted to officiate in di- 
vi ne ſervi ces, and conſecrated in a 

"  folemn manner to Almighty Cod, 
thoſe ſhining parts and accompliſÞ= _ 

ments, which could not probably have : | 

Failed of advanqing you. to ſome glit- 

| ſta oy n, pes 2 Ras eth and 


=> inſinitely Aer e the exer= 
- - Ciſe of the miniſterial funftion. | 
ua attempt a d iſplay of your com- 
paſſion and affability, were as un- 
* as the e s read- 


YM * 
- - q_ 
Po Lon. ro" " 
— Maree F 
. a 
* | 
> AO 
oe 


EF 


Go DEDICATION. 


5 ing a lecture of warlile diſcipline | | 
in the' preſence of Hannibal; fo ve- 
| ry diffuſe, ſo delightfully conſpi- 
cuous have they flowed, that multi- 


tudes have been refreſhed, thouſands - 


have been. charmed with their deli- 
cacy and bri ghineſs Drawn A 155 


Ach a particular. fveetneſs of tem- 
per, 1 take the liberty, by this Dedi- 
cation, to introduce into your compa- 
ny @ FINE GENTLEMAN. © 
HAT well-known generofity and | 
 boſtitelity, which never fail of gi- 
ving the moſt pleaſing air to the 
. whole of your converſation, will 
doubtleſs 1 incline you kindly to receive 
a gueſt, who is likely to be the nore 


agreeable 27 the humanity of his dif 5 


* 


D E DIC AT ION. vii 
Poſition, and the evident ſimilitude 
of manners and inclinations. I am, 

| | Tt aur moſt obliged, and | 4 
moſt obedient ſervant, 


'New-Year's-Day, -- + 
5 1777. ; 5 ; . 
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N O F THE 


LIFE AND WRITINGS 


ann AD DISON, Es o. 
oszrn Appison, the ſon of 1 
celot Addiſon, D. D. and of 
Jane the daughter of Nathaniel Gul- 
| ſton, D. D. and fiſter of Dr. William 
Gulſton Biſhop of Briſtol, was born at 
Milſton near Ambroiebury, in the 
county of Wilts, in the year 1672. 
a2 5 


10 '. THE EITE OF 


His father, who was of the county . 
Weſtmoreland, and educated 
Queen's college in Oxford, paſſed mas 
ny years in his travels through Europe 
and Africa, where he joined, to. the 
uncommon and excellent talents of 
nature, a great knowledge of letters 
and things; of which ſeveral books 
publiſhed by him are ample teſtimo> 
nies. He was reQtor of Milſton above- ; 
mentioned, when Mr. Addiſon his 
eldeſt ſor was born: and afterwards 
became Arch deacon of Coventry, and 
Dean of Litchfield. | 1 

Ma. Addiſon received the firſt ru 
i an of his education at the place 
of his nativity, under the Rev. Mr. 
Naiſh ; but was ſoon removed to Sa- 
liſpury, under the care of Mr. Taylor, 
and from thence to the Charter - houſe, 


70s BFR ADDISON, E8Q. 11 


where he commenced his acquaintance . 
with Sir Richard Steele. About fif- 
teen, he was entered at Queen? 8 col- 
lege, Oxford, where he applied very 
cloſely to the ſtudy of claſſical learn- 
ing, and made a ſurpriſing proficiency / 
therein. . In the year 1687, Dr. Lan- 
- caſter, Dean of Magdalen college, ha- 
ving, by chance, ſeen a Latin poem of 
Mr. Addiſon's, was ſo pleaſed with it, 
that he immediately got him elected in- 
to that houſe, where he took up his 
degrees of batchelor and maſter of arts. 
His Latin pieces, in the courſe of Aa 
few years, were exceedingly admired: 
in both univerſities z nor were they 
leſs eſteemed abroad, particularly by 

the celebrated Boileau, who is reports 
ed to have ſaid, that he would not 
bave written againſt Perrault, had he 

a 6 


by 23 THE LIFE a 
before ſeen ſuch excellent pieces by a 
| modern hand. His poetical pieces in 


latin were publiſhed i in the ſecond 


volume of Muſarum Anglicanarum 
analecta, dedicated to Mr. Montague, 
chancellor of the exchequer. They 
are Eight i in number. ** e 
x, Pax Gulielmi auſpiclis Europæ 
reddits, 1697 ; ; i. e. Upon the peace 
| reſtored to Europe by K. William. 
2. Barometri Deſcriptio. | A de- 


ſcription of the barometer. 
3. nrruaiOrrNO X14. Tbe bat 


tle betwixt the pigmies and crates. it 
r Reęſurrectio delineata ad altare 5 
Coll, Magd. Oxon. A poem on the 
reſurrection, as deſcribed in a painting ä 
over the altar in Magdalen college, 
: Oxford. The 2 is an elegant 
tranſlation of 1 it. 


K k — 


308EPH 45 IS 0 N, ES 13 
LY "Tas peneil's glowing lines and vaſt 
a command. hand, 

And mankind rifing from the painter's 
The awful Judge array'din beamy light, 
And ſpectres trembling at the dreadful 
fight, dies 4645 1 
| To fing, O Muſe, the pious bard in- 


And waken in kis breaſt the ſacred fire, 
THE hallow'd field, a ne" n 


wall of late, , 

; Now cloath'd in gaudy colours, ſhines 
in tate; 

And left ſome little interval . 
Its ancient ſimple form and homely dreſs, 
The ſkilful artiſt laid o'er every part 


ö at 


he firſt foundation of his future art: 


Ofer the wide frame his ductile co- 
lours , 5 

And with ſtrong primings all is wall 
o' erſptead. 


„ ie enn ln e 
1 As cer FOR; ſpangling orbs ware 
bung on high, | 
Leſt one great blank ſhould yawn 
| \ .. through boundleſs. ky, /, 
| Through the wide heavenly arch and 
8 | trackleſs road 
|  Inazure volumes the pure wiher flow'd; 5 


IS IRE.) ſun at length burns out . | 
i * bright, | | 
| And the pale creſcent ſheds her bor- , 
p 1 rod light. 
f 4 | With thick-ſown ſtars the radiant 


1 . pole is crown? n 
Of milky glories a long t crack is; 

found, us 1 

Oferflows, and whitens all the hea- | 

vens around. | ; 

80 e the ground work of d. 

piece was laid, 
Nor yet the painter had his art diſplay'd,, 


— 


» 


JOSEPH ADDISON, 880. 15 


With flower hand and pencil more 
divine, 

He blends each colours heightens eve- 
ry line; 

Till various forms the breathing picture 
wears, 

And a mute groupe of images ap · 


pears. 
_ CELESTIAL- guards the copmot 
| height attend, 
And crouds of angels o'er the wall 
deſcend; | | 
With their big cheeks the acaFaing 
clarions wind, 4 
| Whoſe dreadful clangors ſtartle all | 
| mankind : | 
Een the dead hear; the lab'ring 3 
conceive, 
And the ſwoln clod in yicure foems 


to heave, 
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16 THE LIFE OP 
Ten thouſand worlds revive to better 
mies, 
And from their tombs the. ares 
cC.oarſes tiſe. 
8 when fam'd Cadmus ſow'd 15 
©, fruitful field, 
With Wen throws the r d 
furrow ſwell'd ; ; 
From the warm foil ſprung up a war- 
like train, 425 | 
And human harveſts. cover'd all 1 0 
| — | 
AND . g of "cog | 
earth 
The ſcatter'd duſt is calbd to ſecond 
birth; 
Whether in mines it form'd the rip! ning 
maſs, 
Or humbly mix d, and fovridh' in 
97 5 
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Jo sETR 45510 N, 8 17 
The ſever'd body now unites again, 
And kindred atoms rally into men. 
The various joints refume cheir mneient f 

© ſeats, | i 4 
And every limb its former taſk repeats. 
Here, an imperfect u returns to 


light, 5 OS 
Not half renew'd, Aifioneſ to the 
. bebt; 1 
Naim d of his noſe N his s bored 
„„ - * | 
And featre the image of ain we 
7 Ne + ane > OY 


Here, by degrees infus'd, the vital' ray 
Gives the firſt motion to the "eg. 
clay? | 
Slow to new life, the thawing fuids 
| © Cteep, | 
| And me ſtiff joints wake heavily from 
ys 


ww; THE c 
Here, on the guilty brow 995 1 horrors 
5 glare, CIS 

| And all the figure . with deſpair. 
* . _ -From ſcenes like theſe now turn 
| =_ 7 i thy wond'ring fight, | 
= And if thou canſt withſtand ſuch floods ; 

L's | "of lebt, 
Look 1 where thy Saviour gls e the 
| middle ſpace, | 
The Ho of Gon, true image of his | 
| face, 
Himſelf eternal Gov, ere Time be- 1 
1 gan her race. 3 0 
5 | See! what mild beams their | gracious- 


_ Influence ſhed, _ ” 
And how the pointed radiance e crowns 
6 his head! _ | 
Around his temples Tambent glories 
| ſhine, 25 | 
= | Aud on * brow ſits majeſty divine | 


ef 


JOSEPH ADDISON, ESQ, 19 
His eye-balls lighten with celeſtialfires, 
And every grace to ſpeak the Sen 

conſpires 

Bo r, ah! how chang'd ! ah! how 

_ unlike the fame = 

From him, who patient wore the mor- 

tal frame ; | 

Who through a ſcene of woes s drew 

painful breath, 

And firuggled with a ”— flow, long- 
drawn death; 

Who gave on Golgotha the dreadful 

groan, 

Bearer of others ſins, and fufp ring 
not his own, 

But Death and Hell ſubdu'd, the Deity 

Aſcends triumphant to his native ſky ; 

And riſing far above th' æthereal height, 

The ſun and moon diminiſh to his 


ſight, 


I 


20 THE LIFE o 
- AND now to view he bar'd bis : 
| bleeding fide; 1 | 
And his. pierc'd. hands and ſent 1 in ; 
crimſon Sh 3: Ta 
Still did the nails the recent ſcars. PE 2 
And blood tracks of the tnofaing | 8 
Hither in conch the bleſſed ape. 3 
+» their flight, En, £ he : "I, 
And throng the 85 of iar. Ry 
oo tal light. Fe 5 . [2 | 
They mark each 3 ond, . each. — 5 
greadful nod, 55 
And _ the righteous. Tee) of ; 
their Gov. 5 ; — 


The fruitful matron, and the been 
8 maid, Met - 
| And infants, with a longer. life repaid; 


N 


So” 


Z Stand round, and nag in, cele- J 


f 


„ 
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5 ſtial rays, % 
On their REDEEMER fix with ar- 


Ce, 


dent gaze, 


And all the heavens SE Foes with 


hymns of praiſG. J 
Each boſom kindles with ſeraphic joy. 
And conſcious einen the ſoul employ. 
Not equal raptures well the Sybil's 
r | 
When by the inmate Deity poſſeſs d; 
When Phoebus, the prophetic maid, 
inſpires, | 


: And her limbs tremble with convul- 


five fires. 
So ſtrong, ſo fierce, the t flames 


SG 


The pale ſpeRator views them with 


11. av 'P 
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22 THE LIFE OF 


Belie ves the blazing wall indeed to burn, 


And fears the frame ſhould into > aſhes 
turn, | 
Hither in ghaſtly crouds is guilty haſte, 
Obſcene with horrer, and with guilt 
| defac'd; | 


With haggard looks the 1 8 bend 


appear; 


They gnaſh their foamy . and 


frown ſevere: . 


. A ſtern avenger with relinlefs mY | 


Waving a flamey fauchion, ſtalks be- 
hind; 


TERS which, as once from paradiſe he 


drove, 
He drives the finners from the joys 
above. - 


| What ſhall he do forlorn ? or whither 


fly, 


To ſhun the ken of an All-ſceing Eye? 


J PE ADDISON, E8Q, 23 
What would he give among the juſt 
do ſhine, 

And fall before Omnipotence divine ? 
But, oh! too late in ſighs he vents his 
n | 
Too late his * with eg» tears 
o'erflow ; 
Vain are his Gghs, and fruitleſs are 
: bis tears, 
Vengeance and. juſtice ſtop th? Ar- 
' © MIGHTY's ears. 
Seg ! with what various charms 
the piece is fraught, 
And with what pregnant marks of 
Judgment wrought ; 
With how much grace the living co- 
lours glow: 
Not brighter colours paint the watry 
bow: 1 


— 


84 | THE LIFE r 
HEE When. the freſh - SOM hex elw . 


luſtre ſhare, met 3 
And ev'ry drop with. angles ceck 
NN the . 
= O may the painter's an never 
- fade, ant 1 44 
Nor " waſteful. Time thei Gining 
_ - ._ * "charms invade: | 


— 


No envious darkneſs Hear the baue. 
n aus tinta, 1 
Tit the piece ſees the Laer Gr: AE aT 
2 WA: it Wee Nr 1 8 : * 
. The 11 
; ing green. wo 3 — 


VTI „ 
maaedicum et poetam. An Ode to 
| Hanwesy: that ae, poet and 
_— N 


on * 


= F . It} 
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JOSEPH ADDISON, ESQ. | 25 
*. MachIN E ane The 
puppet-ſhew. Fg, | 
8. Ap inſigniſſimum virum D. 
Thomas Burnettum ſacræ th eoriæ tel - 
luris authorem. An Ode to the cele- 
brated Dr. Thomas Burnet, author of 
the Theory of the earth. 

TkESE poems have been W 
into Engliſh by Dr. Sewel, of Peter- 
houſe, Cambridge, | Mr. Newcomb, 
and Nicholas Amhurſt, n of Ox- 
* TT. x 

MR Addiſon publiſhed nothing in 
Englih before the twenty-ſecond year 
of his age, when there appeared a ſhort 
copy of verſes wrote by him, and ad- | 
dreſſed to Mr. Dryden, which procu- 
red bim great reputation from the beſt 
judges. This was ſoon followed by a 
tranſlation of the fourth Georgic of 


| 
| 
| 
| 


26 _ THE LIFE OF 
Virgil, (omitting the ſtory of Ariſſæ - 


us) much commended by Mr. Dry- 
den. He wrote alſo the Eſſay on the 
Georgics, prefixed to Mr. Dryden's 
tranſlation. There are ſeveral other 
pieces written by him about this time; 
amongſt the reſt, one dated the 3d of 
April, 1694, addreſſed to H. S. that 
is Dr. Sacheverel, who became aſter- 
wards ſo famous, and with whom Mr. 
Addiſon lived once in the greateſt 
friendſhip; but their intimacy was 
fometime after broke off by their diſ - 
agreement in political principles. In 


the year 1695, he wrote'a poem to 


King William on one of his ,cam- 
paigns, addrefled to Sir John Somers, 
Lord Keeper of the Great Seal. This 


_ gentleman received it with great plea- 
ſure, took the Author into the num - 


— 


JOSEPH ADDISON, ESQ. 27 
ber of his friends, and beſtowed on 
him many marks of his favour. Mr. 
Addiſon had been ſtrongly ſolicited, 
when at the univerſity, to enter into 
orders, and had once reſolved upon it ; 
but receding from his choice, and ha- 
ving expreſſed an inclination to travel, 
hae was encouraged thereto by his pa- 
tron above-mentioned, who, by his 
intereſt, procured him from the Crown- 
a penſion of three hundred pounds 
per annum to ſupport him in his tra- 
vels, and he accordingly made a tour 
to Italy in the year 1699. In 1701, 
he wrote a poetical epiſtle from Italy 
to the Earl of Halifax, which has 
been. univerſally eſteemed as an excel- 
lent performance, and ſome give it. 
the preference to all his other produc> 
tions, It was tranſlated into Italian 
b 2 


— 


28 THE LIFE OF 
verſe by the ' Abbot Antonio Maria 
Salvini, Greek profeſſor at Florence, 
In the year 1705, he publiſhed an ac- 
count of his travels, dedicated to Lord 
Somers, which, though at fiiſt but in- 
differently received, yet, in a little 
time, it met with its deſerved applauſe. 
In the year 1702, he was about to re- 
turn to England, when he received 
advice of his being appointed to at- 
tend Prince Eugene, who then com- 
manded for the Emperor in Italy; but 
the death of King William happening 
ſoon after, put an end to this affair, as 
well as his penſion; ſo that all his 
hopes of advancement were now great- 
ly fallen. be 5 54 | 
ls returned to England, and re- 
mained for a conſiderable time *with- 
out any opportunity of diſplaying his 
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abilities, or receiving ſuitable encou- 
ragement: a lucky incident, however, 
at length, happened; in the year 1704, 
ſoon after the battle of Blenheim, the 
Lord Treaſurer Godolphin, being in 


company with the Earl of Halifax, 


ſaid, it would be : a pity if ever ſuch a 
victory ſhould be forgot, and begged, 


that the Earl, who was ſuch a diftin» 5 


. guiſned patron of the poets, would 
name 2 perſon capable of doing juſtice 


| to fo great a ſubject. Lord Halifax | 


replied, ſomewhat haſtily, that he did 
know ſuch a perſon, but would not 
mention him; adding, that long had 
he ſeen, with indignation, men of no 
merit maintained in luxury at the pub · 
lic expence, whilſt thoſe of real 
worth and modeſty were ſuffered to 
languiſh in obſcurity. The treaſurer 

3 


38 THE LIFE OH at 
anſwered very coolly, that he was ſor- 
ry there ſhould be occaſion for ſuch 
an obſervation, but that he would do 
his endeavour to wipe off ſuch re- 
proaches for the future: and he en- 
gaged his honour, that whoever. his 
Lordſhip named, as a perfon capable 
of celebrating this victory ſhould ider 
8 with a ſuitable recompence. Lord 
Halifax thereupon named Mr. Addi- 
ſon, infifting, however, that the Trea- 
furer himſelf ſhould ſend- to him, 
which he promiſed. Accordingly he 
prevailed upon Mr. Boyle (afterwards 
Lord Carleton) then Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, to make the propoſal to 
Mr. Addiſon, which he did in ſo po- 

lite a manner, that our Author readi- 
iy undertook the taſk. The Lord 
Treaſurer had a. "wn of the piece, 
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when it was carried no farther than 
the celebrated fimile of the angel, 
and was, ſo pleaſed with it, that he 
immediately appointed Mr. Addiſon a 
Commiſſioner of appeals, ' vacant by 
the promotion of Mr. Locke, choſen 
one of the Lords Commiſſioners for 
trade. The Campaign is addreſſed to 
the Duke of Marlborough; it gives a 
ſhort view of the military tranſactions 
in 1704, and contains a noble de- 
ſcription of the two great actions at 
Schellemberg and Blenheim. The 
poem will be admired as long as the 
victory is remembered. In 1705, 
he attended Lord Halifax to Hanover, 
and the enſuing year, was appointed 
under · ſecretary to Sir Charles Hedges, 
Secretary of State, in which office he 
acquitted himſelf ſo well, that the 
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— of Sunderland, ne ſucceeded 2 

1 Mr. Addiſon in his employment. 11 
| £72, A rs TE for operas beginning at. 
8 mis time to prevail in England, and 
1 many perſons having ſolicited Mr. Ad- 
= diſon to write one, he complied with 
their requeſt, and compoſed. his Roſa- 
| mond. FEhis: however, whether from 
= the defect of the muſic, for which out 
13 language is faid by ſome to be very 
= improper, or from the prejudices in 
1 bo favour of the Italian taſte, did not 
ll | ſucceed upon the ſtage; but the poe- 
uy of it has, and always vill be; juſtly 
admired. About this time, Sir Ri- 
| | chard Steele wrote his comedy of the 
| Tender Huſband, to which Mr. Addi- 
=_— wrote. a prologue. Sir Richards 
| . ſurprized him with a "dedication. ow . 
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this play, and acquainted the public, 
that he was indebted to him for ſome 
of the moſt excellent ſtrokes in FOR: 
f e 1498 e 

TER Marquis of Wharton, vein | 
appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
in 1709, took Mr. Addiſon with him 
as his ſecretary. Her Majeſty alſo 
made him keeper: of the records of 
Ireland, and, as a farther mark of her 
favour, conſiderably augmented the 
ſalary annexed to that place. Whilſt 


he was in this kingdom, the Tatler 


was firſt publiſhed, and he diſcovered 
his friend Sir Richard Steele to be the 
Author, by an obſervation on Virgil, 
which he had communicated to him. 
He afterwards aſſiſted conſiderably in 
carrying on this paper, which the au- 

thor acknowledges. The Tatler be- 
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FE. 
ing laid Wa the Spectator was ſet 
on foot, and Mr. Addiſon furniſhed 
great part of the moſt admired papers; 
thoſe which he wrote are diſtinguiſhed 

by one- of. the letters of the muſe, 
enn The Spectator made its 
Arſt appearance in March 1711, and 
was brought to a concluſion in Sep- 

tember, 1712. He had likewiſe a 7 
 confiderable | ſhare in the Guardian, 
another paper. in the ſame taſte, which 
entertained the town in 1713 and 
1714. His celebrated Cato appeared 
in 1713. He formed the defign of a. 
tragedy upon this ſubject when he was. 
very young, and wrote it hen on bis. | 
travels; he retouched-it in England, 

without any intention of bringing it 
en the ſtage ; but his friends being 
perſuaded it would ſerve the cauſe of 
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liberty, he was prevailed, on by their 
; ſolicitations, and it was accordingly _ 


exhibited. on the theatre with a pro- 


logue by Mr. Pope, and an epilogue 
by Dr. Garth. It was received with 


the moſt uncommon applauſe, having 


run thirty-five nights without inter- 


ruption ; and all parties, however di- 


vided, agreed in giving this play the 
commendation it deſerved. It was 


no leſs eſteemed abroad, having been 
tranſlated into French, Italian, and 
German ; and it was acted at Leg- 
horn, and ſeveral other places, with 
vaſt applauſe. The Jeſuits at St. O- 
mers made a Latin verſion of it, and 


the ſtudents acted it with great mag- 
niſicence. Her Majeſty Queen Anne 
ſignified an inclination of having the 


play dedicated to her; but the Au- 
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_ thor. * propoſed to dedicate it 
elſewhere, to avoid giving offence, 
publiſhed it without a dedication. He 
had, formed a deſign of writing another 
tragedy upon the death of Socrates 
but this he never carried into execu= 
tion. He intended alſo to have com- 
poſed an Engliſh dictionary upon the 
plan of the Italian (Della Cruſca) 5 
on upon-the death of the Queen, be- 
ing appointed ſecretary. to the Lords 
Juſticeg, he had not leiſure to n on 
de Work. 1 4 
WEN the: Earl of. ae was 
appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
Mr. Addiſon was again made. ſecreta- 
ry for the affairs of that kingdom, and, 
upon the Earl's being removed from 
the Lieutenancy, be was choſen one of 


the: Lords of trade. Mrs. Manley 
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was much diſſatisfied with Mr. Addi- 
ſon for leaving the muſes, and giring 
himſelf up to buſineſs; but ſhe, at the 
ſame time, pays him the higheſt com- a 
pliments. In 1715, he began the 
Frecholder, a political paper, which 
was much admired, and proved of 
great uſe at that zender. He pu- 
bliſhed alſo ee this time, verſes to 

Sir Godfrey Kneller upon the King's 
picture, and ſome to the Princeſs of 
Wales, with the tragedy of Cato. In 
April 1717, his Majeſty King George 
appointed our Author one of his prin- 
cipal ſecretaries of ſtate; but the fa- 
tigue of his employment having 
brought upon bim an aſthmatic diſor- 
der, with which he had been before 
; afflicted, he reſigned his office, and 
retired. from buſineſs. In his retire- 
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went, he applied himſelf to-a 8 
work, which he had begun long be- 


fore 3 part of which, - ſcarce finiſhed, 
has been printed in his works. He 
intended alſo to- bave given an Engliſh | 
_ paraphraſe of ſome of David's pfalms 3 


but a long and painful relapſe cut 
Mort all his ren and carried off 
this great man on the ryth of Jane, 
1719, in the 54th year of his age. 


He died at Holland: houſe, near Ken · 


-fington, leaving bebind him one 
daughter by the Counteſs of Warwick, | 
to whom he was married in 1716. 
Ma. Addiſon, after a long and 
and but vain ſtruggle with his dif- 
temper, difmifſed his phyſicians, and 


with them alk hopes of life: but with 
his hopes of life he diſmiſſed not his 


concern for the living, but ſent for a 


— 
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youth nearly related and finely ace 
compliſhed, but not above being the 
better for good impreſſions from a dy- 
ing friend: He came; but life now 
glimmering in the ſocket, the dying 

friend was ſilent: After a decent and | 
proper pauſe, the youth ſaid, « Dear | 
“Sir! You ſent for me: I believe, 
ec and I hope, that you have ſome 
6 commands; I ſhall hold them moſt 
« ſacred. May diſtant ages not only 
hear but feel the reply. Forcibly 
graſping the youth's hand, he ſoftly 
| faid, © See in what peace a Chriſtian 
4 can die.” He ſpoke with difficulty 
and ſoon expired. Through grace 
divine how great is man ? Through 
divine. mercy, how ſtingleſs death ? 
Who would not thus expire? 
 ArTx8 his deceaſe, Mr, Tickel, 
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=. by the author's inſtructions, publiſhed 
8 his works in four volumes in 4to. In 
this edition, there are ſeveral pieces 
hitherto unmentioned, viz. The Diſ- 
ſertation on "Medals, which, though 
not publiſhed till aſter his death, yet 
be had collected the materials, and be · 
gun to put them in order, at Vienna, 
in 1702. A pamphlet, entitled, The 
preſent State of the War, and the Ne- 
ceſſity of an Augmentation conſider. 
ed; The late Trial and Conviction of 
Count Tariff; The Whig Examiner 
came out on the 14th of September, . 
1716: there were five of theſe papers 
attributed to Mr. Addiſon, and they 
are the ſevereſt pieces he ever wrote. 
Tube Drummer, or the Haunted Houle, 
| a a comedy not taken notice of in this 
bY. VER edition, was publiſhed afterwards as 
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Mr. Addiſon's, by Sir Richard Steele. 
Ale is ſaid alſo to. have been the author 
of a performance, entitled, Diſſertatio 
de infignioribus Romanorum Poetis, 
and of a Diſcourſe on ancient and mo- 
dern Learning. Thus we have given Y 
a detail of the life and writings of this 
great man, who, when alive, was uni- 
verſally admired, and whoſe memory 
will be ever revered. 
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JERE is nothing reflects a 
darker ſhade on all the glo- 


A2 ries earth can, boaſt of, than 
the ſerious. conſideration of their tran- 
fitory nature: How do their richeſt 
beauties fade as the colours of a rain- 
| bow, and vaniſh like the gaudy images 
| A 
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2 CHARACTER OF A 


of a deluding viſion ? The ſweeteſt 
pleaſures which charm mankind, that 


warble ſo agrecably on the ſenſes, 


and ſurpriſingly captivate the imagi- 


nation, glide away in a moment, and 
are often ſucceeded by the moſt me- 


lancholy ſentiments: Such an ealy 


tranſition is there from the mirth of a 


Feſtival, to the gloom of a fyncral, 
that we cannot but admire the wiſdom 


of thoſe ancients, who mingled the 
emblems of mortality with the bright» 
eſt and gayeſt ſcenes of nature, and 
thought the glowing crimſon of a roſe, 
and the virgin whiteneſs of the lily, 
lefs ornamental to their gardens, than 
the awful monuments and venerable. 
urns of their departed anceſtors. All 


conditions 'of life are open to the 
ſtrokes of fortune, whoſe violent and 
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FINE CENTLEMAN. 3 
unrelenting ſtorms will rend alike the 
- hermitage, the cottage, and the palace. 
Though the greater part of mankind 
delight in mirth, and flee from ſorrow 
as from the horrors of a midnight ap- 
parition; yet it frequently overtakes 
them, and often pierces the very ſoul 
of the dulleſt peaſant, of the moſt airy 
wit, of the moſt conſummate politi- 
cian. Diſhonour and grief have ma- 
ny-times ſoiled the royal purple, and 
ſtained the triumphant luſtre of impe- 
rial enſigns. What favourite of Na- 
ture, - what darling of Fortune can 
then promiſe himſelf, with ſecurity, a 
Jong continuance. of felicity? Had 
young PHILIX DVS well attended to 
ſuch thoughts as theſe, had not his 
ungoverned fancy raiſed imaginary 
| ſeenes; and dreſt them in fairy beau- 
A 2 
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ties 3 his diſappointment would net 
have been ſo great, nor the tide of 
his ſorrows ſo conſiderable and impe- 
tuous. Indeed when firſt he began 
to converſe with the world, and make 
a public appearance, it was with ſo 
much advantage, that perbaps a more 
ſolid genius than his would have pro- 
miſed himſelf not a little happineſs 
from ſuck an agreeable proſpect: The 
comelineſs of his perſon, the ſweet- 
neſs of his temper, the brightneſs of 
his parts, and the luſtre of his fortune, 
conſpirę to diſtinguiſh him as a perſon 
born for ſome noble end, in whoſe fu- 
ture behaviour one might hope di- 
ſtinctly to trace the Chriſtian, the pa- 
triot, and the gentleman; yet; alas! 
this ' blooming youth, enchanted with 
the maſic of the SrRENS, and ſedu- 
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ced by flattery and voluptuouſneſs, 
loſt his innocence, his friends, and 
his fortune: after which, he would 
often take a ſolitary walk round the 
neighbouring fields, and there lament, 
like EvE when ſhe left her nuptial- 
| bower, and ſurveyed, with ſtreaming 
eyes, the departing beauties of EDEN. 
One morning in particular he roſe 
very early, and being full of medita- 
tions, and intenſely purſuing a long 
train of thought, he wandered much 
' farther than uſual z whilſt the ver- 
dure. of the fields, and the muſic of 
the woods, entertained his ſenſes 10. 
the moſt agreeable manner. Thus 
roved the unfortunate Puilixpus, 
till the heat of the ſun obliged him 
to ſtop at a little grove; in the moſt 
| retired. part of which he found a Ppret- | 

©; 


ty arbour, and there he ſat down to 
reſt him. At that inſtant he was op- 
preſſed with a torrent of giief; and 
the unhappy youth. cried out, in the 


greateſt agony of ſpirit, Aſſiſt me, 

« moſt merciful REDEEMER, and. 
e ſend ſome tender guardian - angel to 
ce. ſupport my fainting ſpirits and help 
an imagination which bleeds afreſh 
« at every momentary reflection. Oh! 

* the fatal errors of my paſt life! 


1 Were 1 maſter of the EASTERN. 
4 magnificence, or Lord of the ſtarss. 
I would, with tranſport, reſign all 
« for the happy opportunity of cor- 
tc recting them; but the months that 
A are gone, are fled for ever. c 
He had proceeded in his ſoliloquy, 

had not he been hindered by the ap- 
proach of a young clergyman, who 
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vas coming to that arbour, which he 
almoſt daily viſited. It is a common: 
obſervation, that when perſons of learn- 
ing and politeneſs meet together, 
though ſtrangers to each other, they 

ſoon fall into an eaſy, graceful, and _ 
familiar air; and converſe, in ſome 
meaſure, like intimate acquaintance. 
Fhis was the caſe before us: The 
clergyman, after ſome little time, be- 

gan, in an obliging manner, to en- | 
quire what adventure had brought . 
him thither, For, ſays he, I do not 
© remember to have ſeen any here 
*«*heforez. except thoſe who came from 
© our family: and no wonder, ſince 
« there is no common path lies any 

« way near it.“ PRHIII x Dus told 
him, It was his cuſtom to walk 
4 round the fields, and there ſooth a. 

VVV 
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« melancholy ſoftneſs incident to TAY 
e that he had wandered far beyond 
"Rea at laſt, by ac- 
««cident, found out that ones of caſe 
o and refreſhment.” 
Tu chaplain (for ſuch 1 Goes | 
ic he was) gave him to underſtand, 
That he lived about a mile off, in 
s the houſe of a great gentleman : ; 
and then added with a figh, © Our 
4 family has this morning met with- 
the ſharpeſt affliction imaginable, in 
e the death of that ineſtimable'perſon. 
« dear SERINO ! how diſmal is the 
« ſound of thy death to every diſtreſ- 
« ſed neighbour! Whilſt each per- 
« ſon laments, as though he had loſt 
60 the darling of his hopes and family, 
et and the women were preparing their 
« firſt-born for the funeral: Even. 


vinn ENT EEA. 
« this delightful retirement has now 
© loſt its beauty, and I find it was 
© his endearing converſation, and re- 
“ viving preſence, that gave the grove 
«-jts richeſt charms. How many 
r thouſand eyes will then overflow 
with tears, when he fhall be carried 
« to his grave, whoſe bounty and 
| «© compaſſion have reſcued many from 
it? However, he will be laid to 
c reſt with honour, and his unſtained 
e aſhes. ſhrined in immortal © urns, 
« whoſe gold no ruſt can canker ; not 
«© malice, nor envy itſelf, did once at- 
> tempt to defame him living, much 
ec Jeſs will they offer to violate his 
* peaceful marble.” 8 
HERE he pauſed, and Puilinpus 
deſired he would be pleaſed to favour 
him with ſome account of that gentle · 
A 5 


— 
— o C * 


| 10 ITE CHARAETER OF: 4. 


man, whoſe virtues were ſo couſpien 


| ous: » CC Indeed continued he, *Thave: 
heard of many noble actions of the 


© brave SæxINoʒ but ſince you had the 
c honour and happineſs to be intimate 
with bim, I may reaſonably expect 


« ſomething more entertaining and. 
« particular. And ſince we are thus, | 


« by accident met together, I ſhould 


be very glad to ſpend ſome time in 
free and ſerious. conyerſe 3 which 


« may perhaps prove of mare advan- 


& tage to us, than if we had indulged 


“ ourſelves in melancholy and folita- 
« ry meditations. z which, I perceive, 


is what we both propoſed at. our 


« walking out : : And, for my part, 1 
cannot but think, the many tedious . 


«6 Keps I have this te taken, 


*. 
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« ſufficiently recompenſed, by my 
* meeting, in this place, a gentle- 
man whoſe aſpect and obliging ad- 
© dreſs promiſe ſo much agreeable en- 
hy tertainment.” The chaplain repli - 
ed, That nothing could be mere 
Mn to him than ſuch a propo- 
« fal:? And then immediately be - 
gan, aſter this manner, to * any ac: | 
count of sann. en 


s telgies is certainly the chief 
econeern and greateſt ornament 
ef mankind, which adds freſh luſtre to 
the jewels of a crown, and adorns; 
with a new grace the nobleſt ſcep- 
tres; it was always SERINO's opinion, 
that the fincere ptactice of it did 
much more recommend a gentleman. 
to the efteem of his eontemporaries, 
A 6 f 
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than the moſt ſtately - buildings, the 


moſt delicious gardens, or the moſt 


ſhining equipage: as well knowing 
and conſidering, that all this pomp 
and beauty would ſoon be loſt in ſi- 
lence and obſcurity; whilſt virtue re- 


Rn 
late years, ſome, who would be thought 


men of uncommon parts, and ſet up 
for wits of the firſt rank, are of a quite 
different opinion; and whilſt they 


ate induſtriouſſy propagating their a- 
theiſtical notions, make no ſeruple of 


bantering the moſt awful myſteries of 
religion: But he always thought there 
was ſo much abſurdity and contradic- 
tion in their impious ſchemes, as was 
ſufficient to hinder any wiſe man from 
embracing them. I believe I ſhall 
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never forget thoſe conferences which 
I have had with him on this weighty 
ſubject, the ſubſtance of which 1 ſhall 
be very ready to impart to you; pro- 
vided you will be ſo free as ſometimes 
to relieve me, by intermingling ſuch 
| obſervations, as ſhall appear 2 na- 
tural and proper. | 
Philindus. T $HALL be very. * if 
I can fay any thing, which may de- 

| ſerve to be joined to the refined 
thoughts of SERINO, or even with 
your own. agreeable ſentiments : 
Therefore, pray, Sir, go on. | 
_ Chaplain, His reaſonings upon 
this head were after this manner : 
That there is a ſupreme Being, of in- 
| finite perfection and glory, is a no- 
tion which the mind of every. man is 
apt to aſſent to, as ſoon as it is propo» + 


„ Her EIA or 4 
ſed: And ſome great men, Cicero in 
N particular, carry the matter much far - "FF 
ther, and repreſent this notion of a : 
GoD as an innate idea, which is born 
with us, and > interwoven with our 
conſtitution. © Now that ſuch an Al. 
mighty Being does really exiſt, is evi - 
of dent from divers conſiderations : As 


2 From natural effects, which are 


obſervable by every man: The heavens 
(days the Royal Pſalmiſt) declare the 

glory of God, and the firmament ſhew-' 
eth his handy-work ; Day unto day ut. 
tereth ſpeech, and night unto night 
| fheweth knowledge. There it no ſpeech ; 
nor language where their voice i is not” 
beard, their found is gone out info all 
lands, and their- words unto the ends 41 | 
the world: The polite and Judicious Mr. 
Addiſon has obliged us with a curious 
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ode on theſe ſublime thoughts of King, 
David. : I am confident you will not 
think it loſs of time to hear it repeat- 
ed. 1 | 

The ſpacious firmament on high, 
With all the blue ethereal Sky, __ 
And ſpangled heavens, a ſhining frame, 
Their great Original praclaim. 1 
Th unweary'd ſun, frem day fo dow. 
Dees his Creator's power diſplay; - 
And publi ;ſbes, to every land, 

The work of an Almighty hand. 

7 Soon as the evening: -ſbades prevail, 
The moon takes up the waond'rous tale; 

And nightly, to the li ning earth, 

| Repeats the flory of her birth: _ 

Whil, ft all the flars, that round her dirs, . 
Aud all the Planets, in their n . 
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|  Ganfirm the tidings as they roll, ah 
. en, re to pole: | 
III. 6 
| What ahh in ſolemn ins all: 
Move round the dark terręſtrial ball; 3 
Mat though, no real veice, nor found, 
2 Amidſt their radiant orbs be ee 
1 ++ a Reaſons ear they all rejoice, 
| } 0 | And utter forth a glorious voice; 
3 For ever finging as they ſbine, 
- The Hand that made us Is divine. 


- 


How exactly is the fun placed at 


ſuch a due diſtance from the earth, that 

1 he may by juſt degrees give his heat 

= _ _ both by ſea and land? For ſuppoſe it 

E-. in a femoter place of the æther, how 
MF. / exquiſite a ſcene of deſolation had our 


globe been? and unſufferable winter 
had defaced its blooming charms: We 


Bs... 
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could have had then no gentle ze» 


phyrs, rich with the ſpoils of balmy 
flowers; but muſt have been oppref- 
| fed with piercing tempeſts, and buried 
under pyramids of. ſnow. On the. o- 
ther hand, had it been nearer, his fie- 
ty beams would have burnt up every 
beauty of nature, and made this world. 
an univerſal ſandy deſart. How won- 
derful are the motions of other hea- 


venly bodies? How clear an argue 


ment of ſtupendous art, and perfect 
prudence, if we deſcend from the 
| ſkies, where ſo. wany thouſand gems 
gliſter round the azure ring of hea» 
ven, and take a ſerious view of the 
earth, which is to us the moſt obſerva- 
ble. part of the univerſe |. We ſhall 
there find the cleareſt demonſtrations 
of f Almighty goodneſs, wiſdom, and: 
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power. This is very well repreſent- 
ed by the admirable Dr. Barrows in 
his Expoſition of the Creed. 
25 4 Tur this earth was deßgned 
5 « "> the accommodation of living 
44 ereatures which are er it, and 
4 * principally of man, we cannot be 
« ignorant or doubtful, if we be not 
| WE 12 ſo negligent or ſtupid, as to let paſs | 
1 | 10 unobſerved thoſe innumerable ſigns 
: 1 and arguments that ſhew it. It we” 
6b * look upon the frame of the animals 


4, 
3 * 


« . contrirances in — of 
1 « them do appear, for the ſuſtenance, - 
cc for the fafety, for the pleaſure; for 
« the propagation, for grace and or- 5 
« nament, for all imaginable conveni- 
* ence ſuitable to the kind and ſta - 
tion of each: If we look about them, 
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«© what variety and abundance of con- 
« yenient proviſions offer themſelves, 
« eyen to a careleſs view, anſwerable 
* to all their needs, and all their de- 
&© fires; wholeſome and pleaſant food 

% to maintain their lives, yea, to gra- 
ce tify all their ſenſes, fat ſhelter from 
&« offence, and ſafe refuge from dan- 

« ger: All theſe things provided in 
** ſufficient plenty, and commodiouſly 
*« diſpoſed for ſuch a vaſt. number of 

“ creatures; not the leaſt, moſt filly, | 
« weak, or contemptible creature, but 
« we may ſee ſome care has been had 
4 for its nouriſhment and comfort. 
cc What wonderful inſtinfts are they 

0 endued with, for procuring and di- 
4 ſtinguiſhing their food, for guarding 
„ themſelves and their young from 
danger? But for man cſpecially, a 


- 
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4 moſt liberal proviſion has been made- 
«to ſupply all his needs, to pleaſe all 
his appetites, to exerciſe' with pro- 
« fit and ſatisfaction all his faculties, 
«to content; I might ſay, his utmoſt 
* curiofity; Negue enim neceſſitatibus- 
« tantummodo noftris proviſum eft, 10. 
© que in delicias amatur, fays SENE= 
©« ca: All things about him do mi - 
« niſter (or may do ſo, if he will uſe 
«© the natural powers and inſtruments : 
given him) to his preſervation, caſe, 
e and delight. The bowels of the 
« earth yield him treaſures of metals 
and minerals, quarries of ſtone and 
«© coals, ſerviceable to him for various - 
« uſes. The vileſt. and commoneſt 
4 ſtones he treadeth upon are not un- 
ti profitable. The ſurface of the 
4 earth, what variety of-delicate fruits, 
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LL «herbs, and grains, doth it afford to 
% nouriſh our bodies, and chear our 
© ſpirits, to pleaſe our taſtes, and re - 
«6 medy our diſeaſes? How many fra- 
« grant flowers, moſt beautiful and 

* goodly in colour and ſhape, for the 
« comfort of our ſmell, and delight of 
© our eyes? Neither can our ears 
complain, ſince every wood has a 
* choir of natural muſicians, to enter - 

« tain them with their ſprightly me- 
| © Jody: every wood did I ſay? yes, 

te too the woods, adorned with ſtately 
trees, yield pleaſant ſpectacles to 
our 6ghe, ſhelter from: offences of 


© weather and-ſun ; feuel for our fires, 


© materials for our buildings, (our 
e houſes and ſhipping) and other 
©. needful utenſils. Even the barren 
c mountains ſend; us coun” freſh 


— 


22 - CHARACTER OF 4 
4 ſtreams of water, ſo neceſſary for the 
_ « ſupport of our lives, ſo profitable 
c for the fructification of our grounds, 
4 ſo commodious for conveyance and 
« maintaining -of intercourſe among 
«us. Even the wide ſeas themſelves 
e ſerve us many ways; they are com- 
«© modious for our traffic and com- 
« merce, they ſupply the 'bottles' of 
% heaven with water to "refreſh the 
« earth; they are inexhauſtible ci- 
« ſterns, from whence our ſprings and 
ce rivers are derived; they yield ſtores 
„ cies of life. The very rude and 
e diſorderly winds: do us no little fer- 
ee vice, in bruſhing and cleanſing the 
« air for our health, in driving for- 
«© ard our ſhips, in ſcattering and 
4 ſpreading about the clouds, thoſe 
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% clouds which drop fatneſs on our 
«-prounds. As for our ſubjeQs'the 


“ animals, it is not poſſible to reckon 
4 the manifold utilities we receive 


from them; how many ways they 
<«« {upply our needs with pleaſant food 
„ and convenient eloathing; how 


«6 they caſe our labour, and how they 
e promote even our ſport and recrea- 


„ tion. And are we not only very 
6 ſtupid, but -very ungrateful, if we 
cc do not diſcern abundance of wiſdom 


| &« and goodneſs in the -contrivance 
and ordering of all theſe things, ſo 


4 2s thus to conſpire for our good? 
40 Is it not reaſonable that we devout- 
« ly cry out, with the pfalmiſt, '0 

6 Lord, how manifold are thy works? 

1 in wiſdom haſt thou made them all; 

tze earth it full of thy riches : So is 


= * — * 2 
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| «6 the wide, and great ſea + The eye 
% all wait upon thee, and thou gi- 
* 'veft them their meat in due ſeaſon.” 
 Philind. Pray, Sir, before you 
proceed, give me leave to mention 
done grand objection which is brought 
in behalf of infidelity, and that is 
this; that we can have no idea of 
Gow, and therefore can have no evi» 

dence of his exiſtence. And ſome a- 
theiſtical perſons argue after this man- 
ner: The notion of a Deity, which is 
commonly entertained, is nothing but 
a bundle of incomprehenſbles, incon- 
ceivables, and impoſſibles; it being 
only a compilement of all imaginable 
attributes of honour, courtſhip, and - 
| compliment, which the confounded 
fear and aſtoniſhment of men's minds 
make them huddle up together, with- 
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vut any ſenſe or philoſophical truth. 
This ſeems to be intimated by a mo- 
dern writer, in theſe words : © The 
9 attributes of God f gnify not true, 
© nor falſe, nor any opinion of our 
* brain, but the reverence and devo- 
1 tion of our hearts; and therefore 
te they are not ſufficient premiſſes to 
« jnfer truth, or convince falſehood.” 
And the ſame thing again is farther 
ſet out, with no ſmall pretence to wit, 
after this manner; They that venture 
to diſpute philoſophically, or reaſon of 
Go p's nature, from theſe attributes of 
honour, loſing their underftanding in 
the very firſt attempt, fall from one 
inconvenience into another, without 
end, and without number; in the 
fame manner as when one, ignorant 


of the ceremonies of the court, co- 
: B 
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ming into the preſence of a greater 
perſon than he is uſed to ſpeak to, and 


ſtumbling at his entrance, to ſave 
himſelf from falling, lets flip his 


cloak; to recover his cloak, lets fall 
his hat; and with one diſorder after 


another, diſcovers his e 


* 


and ruſticity. 


Chapl. To aSrm that hots 1s hs 
idea of Gop, is all one as to affi rm, 


| that there is no conception of the 


mind anſwering to that word or name: 


And indeed the modern atheiſts ſtick 
not to maintain, that the word Ge D 


has no ſignificatien, and that there is 
no other idea or conception in men's 
minds anſwering thereunto, beſides 
the mere phantaſm of the ſound. And 
ſince, as the learned Dr. CVD w ORTH 
obſerves, there are different words for 


% 
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Soy in ſeveral languages, and men 
have the ſame notion or conception in 
their minds anſwering to them all; it 
muſt needs be granted, that they have 
ſome other idea or conception belong- 
ing to thoſe words, beſides the phan- 
taſms of their ſeveral ſounds. And 
indeed it can be nothing elſe, but ei- 
ther monſtrous ſottiſhneſs and ſtupidi- 
ty of mind, or elſe prodigious impu- 
dence in thefe atheiſts, to deny that 
there is any idea of Gop at all in the 


minds of men, or that the word bath 
any fignification. But whatever „ 1 
atheiſts deny in words, it is notwith- | 
ſtanding evident, that even themſelves 
have an idea or conception in their 
minds, anſwering to the word Gop, 
when they deny his exiſtence; be- f 
cauſe. otherwiſe they would deny the 
| B 2 


: „ ener or 4 | 

l exiſtence of nothing. And then as 

=: to his being abſolutely perfect, and of 

| __- infinite. power, the pagan-theiſts did 
acknowledge it, as might be proved 
from vaſt numbers of Amp in hae” 

_ writings. Thus Virgil RY 


- ; * ; 
— 


| At pater nene Sydera letus, 
. Extulit, G celo Palmas cum voce te- 
| | | 3 8 
| 5 Jupiter omnipotens precibus Y es 

| : 292 ws. 4 


Pphilind. TuISC ſeems very natural, 

1 48 does alſo your laſt inference from 
1 a beauty and harmony of the uni- 
{7 verſe ; and yet fo very unreaſonable 
are the Atheiſts, that they will not al- 
1 [E743 Jow even of this, but find fault with | 
te creation, and pretend to ſpy out | 


* 
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many conſiderable defects in the frame 
of nature, and conſtitution of the hea- 
vens: for inſtance, the diſpoſition of 
the equator and ecliptic interſecting 
each other in an angle of twenty-three 
degrees and upwards, whereby (as 
they ſay) the terreſtrial globe is ren- 
dered much more uninhabitable than 
otherwiſe it might be. Again, they 
_ remark, that part of the earth lies de- 
formed and inhoſpitable, either by 
burning heat, or freezing cold; they 


hkewiſe take notice of the variety . 


thoſe ſavage beaſts which terrify man- 
kind z and thence, with Luecxzrius, 
conclude, that theſe things. are not 
under the conduct of a wiſe and mer- 
ciful Being. ; | 

" Chapt. As to their notion of the 
equator, it is built. upon a falſe ſuppo- 

| B 3 
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ſition of the ancients, that the torrid 


zone, or all between the tropics, was . 


utterly uninhabitable, by reaſon of the 


_ extremity of the heat; and it is cer- 


tain that there is nothing which doth 


more demonſtrate a Providence, than 


this very thing, it being the moſt con- 


venient ſite or diſpoſition that could 


be deviſed, as will appear if the in⸗ 
conveniences of other diſpoſitions be 


conſidered, eſpecially theſe three: 


(1. ) If the axis of theſe cireles ſhould 
be parallel, and their planes coinci- 


dent. (2.) If they fhould interſect 
each other in right angles. And, 5 


( 3.) which i is a middle betwixt both, 


if they ſhould cut one another in an 


angle of forty-five degrees; for it is 
evident, that each of theſe diſpoſitions 
would be attended with far greater in- 
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conveniences to the terreſtrial inhabi- 
tants in reſpect of the length of days and 
nights, heat and cold : And that theſe 
two circles ſhould continue thus to 
keep the ſame angular interſection, 
when phyſical and mechanical cauſes 
would bring them ſtill nearer toge- 
ther; this is a farther evidence of a 
Providence alſo. And then as to the 
ſavage animals, as we are aſſured by 
revelation, that they were not origi- 
nally noxious to mankind, but be- 
came ſo by ſin, ſo even now they are 
of ſome uſe and-ſervice to them. 

_ Philind. Lx T us, Sir, if you pleaſe, 
proceed to ſome farther arguments in 
defence of this great truth. | 

' Chapl. Trar there is a Gon, 3 
proved by the general conſent of man 
kind concerning it; by that eino. 

B. 4 
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nium, as LACTANTIVUs ſpeaks, popu- 
' horum atque gentium in una hac re nan 

diſſidentium, That unanimous teſti- 

% mony of all people and nations, not 

« diſagreeing in this only point.“ If 5 

the authority of ſome particular men, 

agreeing in vote, of one city, of one 
nation, doth paſs for an argument, 

and ſhews the thing probable; how 

can we decline or contemn the com- 

mon ſuffrage of mankind ? Another 
argument of Gop's exiſtence, which 

gave great ſatisfaction to SERINO, is 
3 drawn from the diſcoveries of a divine 
© Power, in works that cannot be aſcri- 
| 4 bed to any other cauſe viſible or na · 
tural; ſuch are the prediction of ſy. 

_ture events, (eſpecially ſuch as are 


3 IM 1 85 contingent, and depend upon man's 
free n curing 1 the ſick of great 
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chronical diſtempers,. without any me- 
dicinal applications; reſtoring limbs to 
perſons maimed; ſight to the blind; 
and raiſing the dead to life, (a thing 
which PLiny. deemed impoſlible to 


Go himſelf.) To this head belong 


thoſe opinions and teſtimonies of man- 
kind concerning apparitions, inchant- 


ments, and nen with bad _— 


rits. 
Phil. As to the general opinion of 


mankind, the Atheiſt would make us 


believe, that this apprehenſion of a 
Gop doth ſpring from an infinite jea- 
touſy in the mind of man, and an end- 
leſs fear of the worſt that may hap- 
pen; according to that divine ſaying 


* 


of the poet, which he can never ſuf- 


kciently admire : : 
| N 
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Primus in orbe DEOS fecit TIMOR. 
FE AR- firſt made GOD. 

So that it is granted on both ſides, that 
the fear of a Deity doth univerſally 
| poſſeſs the minds of men, Now the 
| & queſtion is, {ſays the learned Arch- 
< biſhop, TILLorsox) whether it be 
« more likely that. the exiſtence of 2 

4. Gop ſhould be the cauſe of this 


| : « ſear," or. that this fear ſhould be the 


e cauſe why men imagine there is a 
< Gop ?. If there be a Gop, who 
« hath. impreſſed this 1 image of him- 
« ſelf upon the mind of man, there is 
| 60 great reaſon why all men ſhould 
de ſtand in awe of him; but if there 
« be no Go p, it is not "eaſy to con- 
« ceive how fear ſhould create an uni; 


* 
* 
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| « yerfal confidence and 'afl urance in 
, men that there is one. For whenee 
* ſhould this fear come? It muſt be 
either from without, from the ſug- 
« geſtion of others, who firſt tell us 
t“ there is ſuch a Being, and then our 
« fear believes it; or elſe it muſt ariſe 
from within, from the nature of 
man, which is apt to fancy dreadful 
«© and terrible things. If from the 
© ſuggeſtions of others, who tell us 
«© ſo, the queſtion returns, Who told 
them ſo? And will never be ſatis- 
«© fied-till- the firſt author of this re- | 
Ru. port be found out. But if it be 
e ſaid; that this fear ariſeth from with- 
« in, from the nature of man, which 
« jg apt to imagine dreadful things; 
ec this likewiſe is liable to- inexplicable 
« difficulties); For, firſt,” the proper 
DS: | 
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4 object of fear, is ſomething that is 
& dreadful; that is, ſomething that 
( threatens men with harm or danger, 
e and: that in Gon muſt be either 
5 © power or juſti ce; and ſuch an ob 
ject as this, fear indeed may ereate, 
'< but goodneſs and mercy are eſſen · 
F tial to the notion of a Gon, as well 
5 4 * as power and | juſtice. '/ Now how 
| <-ſhould fear put men upon fancying 
„ a Being, that is infinitely good and 
_ & merciful ?” Indeed, as that great 
prelate, juſt now mentioned, ob- 
ſerves, if 2 man had argum ents ſuffi · 
cient to perſuade him, that there is no 
Gov, (as there is infinite reaſon to 
prove the contrary) yet the belief of a 
God is ſoneceflary to the comfort and 
happineſs of our lives, that a wiſe man 
could not but be heartily troubled to. 
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guit ſo pleaſant an error, and to part 
Vith a deluſion which is apt to yield 
ſuch an unſpeakable ſatisfaQtion to the 
mind of man. Did men but conſider 
the true notion of God, he would ap- 
pear to be ſo lovely a Being, and fo 
full of goodneſs, and all deſirable per- 
fections, that even thoſe very perſons, 
who are of ſuch: irregular underſtand- 
ings, as not to believe there is a Ges; 
yet could not (if they underſtood 
themſelves) refrain from wiſhing with 
all their hearts, that there were one: 
For is it not really deſirable to every 
man, that there ſhould be ſuch a Be- 
ing in the world, as takes care of the 
frame of. it, that it do not run into | 
confuſion, . and in that diſorder ruin 
mankind ? That there ſhould: be ſuch 


2 Being, as takes particular cage of e- 
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: very one of us, and loves us, and de» 
lights to do us good; as he underſtands 
all our wants, and is able and willing 
— to relieve us in our greateſt ſtraits, 
when nothing elſe can; to preſerve 
us in our greateſt dangers, to aſſiſt 
us againſt our worſt enemies, and to 
comfort us under our ſharpeſt ſuffer- 
dag when all other _ ſet _— | 
ſelves againſt us? doit 
\  Chapl; Ir is really ſo very phin 
"a evident, that I ſhall go farther on 


this ſubject, after having taken notice, ä 
that the Epicurean account of the ori- 
ginal of the world, (as expreſſed by 
LuckxETIVs) is moſt intolerably ro- | 
mantic and ridiculous; for how is it 
any ways poſlible that chance fhould 
make this great volume of the world, 
whichiscan never produce the leaſt 


/ 


— 
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book? How long might a man Ta 


ſprinkling colours upon canvaſs, with a 

careleſs hand, before they would hap- 
pen to make the exact picture of a 
man? and is a man eaſier made by 
chance than his picture: ? 


Phil. I THINK there is one confi-. 
derable objection of the Atheiſts, ; 
which as yet we have not touched up- 


on; I ſhould therefore be glad if you 
would a little conſider it, betore we 
diſmiſs this ſubject. 8 

Chapl. PRAx, what i is that ? 

Phil. Tax ſeeming confuſion of hu- 
man affairs; that all things fall alike 
to all; the innocent and the guilty, 
the pious and the impious, the religi- 
ous and the profane: Nay, that ma- 
ny times the worſer cauſes and men 
prevail againſt the better, as is inti- 
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mated in that paſſage of Lucan, 
W in the perſon * a Theilt': ck 


— 


2 
3 
* F 

j 

i 
z4 
| 

is 


. 

| | ran ach di ne hd'v vitta 
'$ = | Catoni. 

| | And that the unjuſt and ungodly oft- 
1 en flouriſh in the greateſt proſperity, 


| 
} 


whilft the innocent and devout wor- 


ll EE ſhippers of the Deity, all their lives 
l HP long, ſtruggle with adverſity: Where 
8 as were there a Gop and Providence, 
- as they conceive, profane and irreli- 


a | ; gious perſons would be preſently 
| obs thunder-ftruck from heaven, or other- 
_ wiſe made remarkable objects of Di- 


vine vengeance; as alſo the pious 


6 miraculouſly protected and reſcued 
1 from evils and harms. _ TW 
=. © "Chap IT muſt indeed be pranted, 
L 2 


's 
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that this conſideration hath too much 
puazled aud ſtaggered weak minds in 
all ages; Becauſe ſentence againſt 
© an evil work is not executed ſpeedi- 
ly, therefore is the heart of the ſons 
« of men fully ſet in them to do evil 
And the pfalm iſt himſelf was fome- 
times much perplexed with this phæ- 
nomenon, the proſperity of the ungod- 
ly, who ſet their mouths againſt hea- 
ven, and whoſe tongue walketh 
through the earth: So that he was 
| tempted to think, He had cleanſed 
te his heart in vain, and waſhed his 
« hands in innocency; Till at length 
entering into the fanctuary of Goon, 
his mind became illuminated, and his 
| ſoul fixed in a firm truſt and confidence 
upon Divine Providence; Whom: (fays 
he) have J in heaven but thee ? &c. 
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My fleſh and my heart faileth, but Gott 
ic the ftrength of my heart, and my 
portion for ever. For as ſome will 
be apt from hence to infer, that there 
is no Go p, but that blind chance and 
fortune ſteer all ;: {The fool hath ſaid 
in his heart, there is no God ſo will 
ethers conclude, that though there be 
Aa Gop,. yet he either does not know 
things done here below, (Hou does 
God: know,. and is there knowledge in 
the Meſt High?) or elſe will not ſo 
far humble himſelf, or difturb his 
| own eaſe and quiet, as to concern him- 
ſelf in our low human affairs. Firſt 
of all therefore, we here ſay that it 
18 altogether | unreaſonable to require 
that divine Providence ſhould mira- 
eulouſly interpoſe upon every turn, in 
puniſhing the ungodly, and preſerying 
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the pious, and thus perpetually inter- 
tupt the courſe of nature, (which 
would look but like a botch or bun- 
gte, and a violent buſineſs) but rather 
carry things on in a till and ſilent 
path, and ſhew his art and ſkill, in 


making things of themſelves fairly un- 


wind and clear up at laſt into a ſatis- 
factory cloſe. Paſſion and ſelf-intereſt 
are blind or ſhort-ſighted ; but that 
which fteers the whole world, is no 
fond, pettiſh, impatient, and paſſionate 
thing, but an impartial, difintereſted, 


and uncaptivated nature. Neverthe-_ 


leſs, it is certain, that ſometimes we 


have not wanted inſtances, in caſes - 


extraordinary, of a ©; Gro unf 


Go p appearing, as it were, miracu- 
| louſly upon the ſtage, and manifeſting. 
himſelf, | in taking immediate ven- 


4% CHARACTER or 4 
ö geance upon notorious malefaCtors, 
or delivering his faithful ſervants Ber 

imminent dangers or evils threatened; 
as the ſame is often done alſo by a ſo · 
_ eret and undiſcerned over - ruling of 
the things of nature: but it muſt be 
granted, that it is not always thus, 
dut the periods of Divine Providence 
here in this world, are commonly 
longer; and the evolutions thereof 
flower, which proceeds not from flack- 
neſs and remifſneſs in the Derry, 
but either from his patience and long- 
- tuffering, being willing that men 
ſhould repent ; or elſe to teach us pa- 
tience by his example: They there- 
fore, who becauſe Judgment is not 
preſently executed upon the ungodly, 
blame the management of things as 

faulty, and Providence as deſective, 
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are like ſuch ſpectators of a dramatic 
poem, as when wicked and injurious 
perſons are brought upon the ſtage 
for a while ſwaggering and triumph- 
ing, impatiently cry out againſt the 
dramatiſt, and preſently condemn the 
plot: Whereas, if they would but ex- 

pet the winding up of things, and 
| tay till the laſt clap, they ſhould then 
ſee them come off with ſufficient 
ſhame and puniſhment. 55 

Phil. Ir is indeed moſt abſurd for 
fuch weak and ignorant creatures as 
mortals are, to preſume to pronounce 
raſhly of the divine government. But 
pray, Sir, go on in your account of 
SzrINO's ſentiments as to religion. 

Chapl. HE thought it no leſs evi- 
dent, that we ought to worſhip this 
9 and to Fa him our moſt ſo- 
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0 


lemn adoration; The beauties of na+ 


ture-ſo warmed the breaſts of the hea- 
thens, that in thoſe groves, where they 
had ſo oft enjoyed the ſoft delights of 
the refreſhing breeze, and the flowery 
ſhade, there they performed religious 


Tites, and each retired grotto became a 


ſacred temple. Now it is very natu- 


ral to conceive, that Almighty Gop 


ſhould make ſome diſcovery of his 


will to his creatures by remarkable 


and diſtinct revelations, and not per- 
mit the devout ſoul, whom the glories 
of the creation has raiſed to a ſacred 
extaſy, to offer up his ſacrifice to an 
unknown DRI T: ls it not abſurd to 


ſuppoſe, that the King of heaven 


ſhould give to men (his ſubjects) no 
certain rule for their conduct of life, 


but leave every one to act according 
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to what he imagines moſt agreeable te 

the laws of nature and honour ? Un- 

certain guides into what various and 
oppoſite paths do you lead your wan- 
dering followers ? Whilſt one man 
thinks.that action natural.and honour- 
able, which. another (perhaps of more 
wiſdom). reckons baſe and unnatural; 
from ſuch an uncertain ſound, who can 
prepare -himſelf to the battle ? 

_ Phil. Ax sp yet the Deiſts inſiſt up- 


on it, that Reaſon alone is an uner- 


b ring guide in matters of religion, and 
ſufficient to make us happy; which 
(ſay they) is as much as we need de- 
fire, About which Mr. CL FORD 
thus expreſſes himſelf: *<* Being reſol- 
«© ved, according to the duty of every 
e private perſon, to make a ſearch in- 
© to the nature and quality of my re- 
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© cate the effects of that ſearch: to o- 
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« reſt in human ſociety, to communis 


5 thers, if T ſhall believe it profitable 


for chem: T am, in the firſt place, 


« to confider of the choice of ſome 
er guide for fo long and dangerous a 
Ti journey, where 1 ſhall ſometimes 
& meet with no track or path at all, 
« and ſometimes with ſo many, and 


& thoſe fo contrary in the appearance 


« of their firſt entry, that the variety 
& will confound me mote than the 


« want; _ eſpecially, there being ſo 


. many miſts caſt before me, by the 


6 errors and deceits of others, that 
&© one had great need of a better eye- 
« Geht than is left us by the fall of 
& our firſt forefather. And this con- 
« ſideration, after a long and ferious 
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* debate thereof, brings no other 

«guide to me but my own reaſon; 

* which if it take ſuch directions as 

it ought, and may do | before it ſets 

«forth, and purſue thoſe directions 

©. with care and conſtancy, though it 

| « may poſlibly lead me into errors, 
« yet will bring me at laſt even 


© through them, to the-propoſed end | 


5 of my journey, which is happineſs.” 
Cbapl. NoTwiTHsTANDING what 
6 theſe gentlemen aſſert, it is certain, 


that natural religion, without reveal- 


ed, is not ſufficient, becauſe it wants 


clearneſs and authority, eſpecially 


concerning thoſe two great articles, of 
forgiveneſs of fins, and a future ſtate. 

: Phil. As to theſe points, I remem- 
ber Mr. BI. o UNT, the great cham-' 
pion of the Deiſts, in his Oracies f 
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Reaſon, makes theſe” brief obſerva- 
tions: Whatſoever is adorable, a- 
<« miable, and imitable by mankind, is 
in one Supreme, Infinite, and Per- 


i fett Being, who is to be worſhipped 


© not. by an image,, ſacrifice, or me- 
66 diator, but by an inviolable adhe- 
e rence in our lives to all the things 
e our, Nu by an imitation of 
4 Go i in all his imitable perfections, 
ee and believing magnificently of it.” 

| And then he goes on, ſpeaking of a 
future ſtate: A man that is endued 
22 with the e virtues we have be- 
** fore mentioned, need not fear to 
« truſt his ſoul with Gon after death; 
cc for, , no exeature could be made 
e with a maleyolent intent; the firſt 
6 Good, who is alſo the firft principle 


10 c eee ee 
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* property, and that ie love; 

t which was long before there was 

s any fuch thing as fin. adh, At 

« death he gives to God one and the 

* ſame being, who in his own nature, 
1 for the fins of the penitent, hath as 

1 well an inelination to pity as juſtice; 


« and there is nothing dreadful in the 


« whole nature of Gop but his ju» 


dle, a0 atwibers els being en. 
«ble; Zuly, Infinite power is ever 


« fafe, and needs not revenge for ſelf- 
* * preſervation. athly, However ve- 
te i mile eft 87 Des 4 Des non 
« negligi.” _ 
7 Chapl. ArTER 45 have faid all 


they can, natural religion, without re- 


: vealed, is not a ſolid foundation of 


happineſs ; beſides, there. never was 


any age or nation in the world, when 
C 2 
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or where ſuch a pure natural religion 


as they talk of, without any manner of 


tituous worſhip, was ever practiſed. 


I know not what ſecret hiſtories theſe 


gentlemen, may have of the golden 


age; but as for us dull believers, we 


cannot ſee one word in all the ancient 


books we meet withal, that gives us 
the leaſt hint of ſuch a naked natural 


religion as you ſpeak of: If we have 


recourſe to the ' poets, to whom we 


| are beholden for all that is known of 


theſe golden ages, when theſe brave 
men lived; they make religion as 
ritual as it is now, and altogether as 

full of ſacrifices and revelations: Nay, 
the account we have, of the goddeſs 
AsTR24, which is a principal part of 


the poetical hiſtory of the golden age, 


is, that ſhe, was a, Nu MEN ſent from 


4 


=. 


PINE GENTLEMAN. $3 

heaven, to converſe with men on earth, 
to inſpire them with juſtice and ſo- 
briety, and to teach them virtue and a 
good life: which fable is but an an» 


cient ' tradition of the frequency - of 


God's converſing with holy men in 
the firſt ages of the world. Neither 


do we. ſee any of the ancient. poetical 
heroes, your HercuLEs's' and 


PoLLUxX's, ' your brave natural - reli - 
gion men ; but they frequent ſacriſi- 
ces as much as-;other people; as we 
ſee by the examples of PRiam, ULYs- 
SES, ACHILLES, and ZANEas; of 
CAp Mos, PERSEUSs, THESEvus, and 
all the ARGonauTs in Aro Lo- 


NIUS, and other poets. So that we 


eannot but conclude, that the ſtory 
which the Deiſts tell us of the ancient 
univerſality of pure natural religion, 
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is all philoſophical romance, and never 
had any being but in the brains of the 
gentlemen of their perſuaſion, and 
thoſe of ſome ſyſtem-makers and 
preachers of late, drawn from the 
ſcattered . and books of - 88 
phers. 

Phil: Is 80 e 1 proves 
4 inſufficient, we muſt conſult reveal 
ed; which, I — was e 
by SxRINOo. 11 N ( | 

 » Chapt. OT FRO" 1 concern- 
ing which method, SERiNO would 
expreſs himſelf after this manner: 
The next thing which a conſidering 
„ man has to do, aſter he has diſco» 
« yered the inſufficiency of Reaſon 
| « without revelation, to make a man 
« happy, is to. inquire into the nature of 
© thoſe religions that lay claim to a 


FINE ' GENTLEMAN. 55 


divine authority. If we take a ſtea 
« dy view of the Pagan ſcheme, we 


„ ſhall find it ſo over- run with igno- 


© rance, barbarity, and monſtrous. 


« ficxion, that any perſon of tolerable 


© parts, might ſoon draw a better and | 


« more rational plan; in which there 
« is little tending to the reverence of 


« Gov, or the good of man, to the 


4 promoting virtue and goodneſs in 


6 human converſation. to the breed- 


et ing love and good-will in men to- 
&« wards one another. Their worſhip 


*{thar” of the ſupreme Lord being 


| 3 neglected) is directed towards ob- 
jects moſt improper and unbeco- 
« ming; to the ghoſts. of dead men, 


© men in their lives (if we may truſt 


« the reports of their devouteſt adorers) 
- famous for nothing ſo much as for 
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« vicious enormities, for thefts and 


c rapine, for murders and parricides, 


« for horrid luſts and adulteries, rapes, 
<« and inceits : And. ſuch perſons alive 
C or dead, what wiſe and good man 
<« would not rather loath than worſhip 


and reſpect? If we conſult the Al- 
«© coran of Mano MET), that notori- 


1 Ou Antichriſt and vile impoſtor, 
« we ſhall reap but little benefit from a 


« filly rhapſody of Jed and cruel» 


© ty. Indeed, Mahometiſm, in re- 
c ſpect to. its age, and the port it bears 
jn the world, demands ſome confi- 


4 deration ; for (to ſpeak in the words 


« of a great man of our church) it 
c bath continued a long time, and 
e hath vaſtly overſpread the earth: 
« neither is it more formidable. in its 


44 * chan peremptory in its words, 
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© yaunting itlelf to be a compleat, ge- 
* neral, and ultimate declaration of 
« Gop's pleaſure, cancelling all thoſe 
« that have gone before. But exami- 
% ning both the ſubſtance and circum- 
« ſtances thereof, conſidering the qua- 
& lity of the inſtruments by whom, of 
© the times when it was introduced, 
« of the places where, of the people 
ho firſt, or afterwards did receive 
« it, the manner of its riſe, , pro» 
e preſs, and continuance,. as alſo 
«the matter it teaches; we ſhall not 
&« find ſtampt on it the genuine cha- 
© racters of a divine original, but have 
e great reaſon to deem it a brood of 
*-moſt. lewd and impudent cozenage, 
„ in times of great diſturbance and 
cc confuſion, when barbarous nations, 
&«: like torrents, did overflow the 
CC 


583 nern 0 4 


1 world, and turned all things upſide 
% down in times of general corruption 
< and diſorder in men's minds and 
e manners, when even among Chri- 
e ſtians, ignoranee and ſuperſtition, 
te diſſenſion and uncharitableneſs, i im- 
piety an iniquity; did greatly pre- 
„ vail. In a very blind and obſcure 
ci corner of the earth, among a crew of 
wild thieves" and runagates, (fuch 
© have thoſe AzaBrans been always 
ce. famed and known to be) this ſect 
© had its birth and foſterage; among 
ee thoſe fierce and favage over-runners 
«of the world, it got its growth and. 
* ſtature s Into this fort of people (be- 
«ing indeed in jts conſtitution well 
© accommodated to that humour and 
(e genius) A was partly infinuated by 
a juggling Wel, pag | partly driven by 


f 
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ct foditions n the firſt Anhor 
„ hereof being a perſon, according to 
© the deſcription given of him in their 
« own legends, of no honeſt or ho- 
„ nourable qualities, but having all 
the marks of an impoſtor, rebelli- 
% ous and perfidious, inhuman and 
« cruel, lewd and laſcivious, of a 
«baſe education, of a fraudulent and 
e turbulent diſpoſition, ' of a vicious 
« life, pretending to enthuſiaſm, and 
© working of wonders; but theſe ſuch 
« as were in their nature moſt abſurd 

60 and incredible. At ſuch a ſeaſon, 
10 and in ſuch a ſoil, by ſuch means, 
“ and by ſuch a perſon, was this re- 
ec ligion firſt planted, and afterwards 
« carried on by the ſword. Now that 
cc Divine Wiſdom ſhould chuſe thoſe 
e black and boiſterous times to pu- 
C 6 


6% CHARACTER or 
* bliſh his will, is as if the king ſhould 

ec purpoſely order his proclamations 
© eto be made in a tempeſtuous night, 
hben no man ſcarce daxes to ſtir 
out, nor could well fee what was 


“done, or hear what was ſaid; much 

« fitter ſurely to that purpoſe were a 

« ſerene and calm day, a time of ge- 

e neral civility and peace, like that of 

_ < AvGcvsTvs CESAR. That the de- 
| | « claration of God's mind ſhould fue 
= « from the deſarts of ARABIA, (that 
| | den of robbers) is, as if the king 
| « * ſhould cauſe his edicts to be ſet up 

« in the blindeſt and dirtieſt nook of 
« the ſuburbs z the market-croſs ſure- 
Ju. or the exchange, (the place of 

« moſt, general and ordinary con- 
5 courſe) ſuch a8, in reſpect to the 
40 world, was che flouriſing N 
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of Rome, were more convenient, 

« and wiſely choſen for that purpoſe : 
« That paſſing over the more gentle 
« and traQtable part of his people, a 
s prince ſhould | ſend bis laws to a 
«rabble of banditti ; ſhould pick out 
4 for his meſſenger a moſt diſſolute 
« yarlet, attended with a crew of deſ- 
“ perate ruffians, reſolved to buffet 
« and. rifle all they meet: were an 
« odd way of proceeding to commu- 
« nicate his pleaſure to the better and 
e niere , orderly. ſort of his people, 
e (ſuch as were the ſubjects of that 
« well · governed empire) by perſons 
of good meaning, mild diſpoſition, 
« and innocent behaviour, (ſuch as 
« were the apoſtles of our Lord) in 
66 2 quiet and gentle manner, (ſuch 
Len theſo only uſed), would ſurely 


4 hometaniſm are ſtrong preſumptions 
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«© better become a wiſe prince. Thus 
the exterior circumſtances of Ma- 


« againſt its divinity; but farther, if 
et we look into the frame and matter 


N ſurd opinions, odd ſtories, and watt - 


e couth ceremonies, compounded 
« chiefly of the dregs of Chriſtian he- 
«rely, together with ſome ingredients 


_ © of Judaiſm and Paganifm' confuſed- 


« ]y jumbled.” Such conſiderations 
as theſe ſeem ſufficient to demonſtrate 
that religion not to be of a divine 
extr | | EET SDS $ 2 1 4 x . 
. Phit: Bur then as to the Jewiſh 
religion, we muſt acknowledge it had 


its birth from the barb _ 515 


pointment of Gop. 
apl. Irs truth and its goodneſs 
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we do not call in queſtion; but yet 
looking into it, we ſhall find it in many 
reſpects defective: For, 1, this reve- 
lation was not general, but peculiarly 
intended for the benefit of a ſmall 
nation He ſhewed bis word to 
1 Jacos, his ſtatutes and bis judg- 
« ments to 15RAEL 3; 3 he bath not 
« dealt ſo with any nation, and as for 
*< his judgments, they have, not known 
them, We may alſo, obſerve, that 
as the laws. and. rites of this religion 
were deſigned only for the people of 
IsRABL, ſo they were only ſuited. to 
their inclinations and capacities; z their 
inclinations, which, were very ſtub- 
born and peryerle ; 3 their capacities, 
which were very low and groſs, as their 
own prophets do upon many occaſions. 
affirm and complain, being repugnant 
webe common, bumour and. genius 
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of mankind. "2dly, As it was parti - 
cular, fo it was alſo partial ; as God 
did not by it ſpeak his mind to all, ſo 
did he not therein ſpeak out all his 


mind : Our apoſtle to the HxBREWS 


changes it with blameableneſs 1 
«the firſt covenant had: been blame 


* leſs, Sc. with imperfection, weak- 
- neſs, and unprofitableneſs, there is 


made an abolizion of the precedent: 


66 commandment, for the weakneſs 
10 and unprofitablenefs thereof.” For 
the law was nothing perfect, nei- 
ther  dves: this hy any miſbeſceming 
imputation upon Gop, the Author of 
that religion; for a dawning of light 


more became that morning of times, 


than a. meridian brightneſs. 3dly, Tt 


Vas not deſigned for perpetual obliga- 
tion and uſe ; the glory of that inſti- 
tution is long fince departed, and the 
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miſerable Jews Eder under the 
weight of the moſt diſmal curſes: 
They are now more outrageous ene- 
mies to the doctrine of the croſs, than 
the blaſphemous Tukk, or the barba- 
rous PAGAN, In the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, that deſerves the ſerious regard 
of a conſidering mind, it is this alone 
appears moſt worthy of a Gop, and 
by its radiant appearance, diſcovers it- 
ſelf to be celeſtial. It would be end- 
leſs to reckon up all the diſtin beau · 
ties that are ſo conſpicuous in this ve- 
nerable inſtitution 3 I ſhall” but juſt 
touch on ſome few, which fully con- 
vinced 8ERINO of its certainty and 
excellency : Firſt, It gives us a lovely 
and clear idea of our Creator, and ſets: 
bis infinite perfections before us in a 
true and amiable light; the benefit of 
which. will be more evident to us, if 
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we conſider into what wretched no- 
tions the blinded Pacans were led, 
for want of ſuch a great advantage. 
Their Gods were repreſented as cruel, 
indigent, / and luſtful, ſubject to the 
meaneſt paſſions of human nature; 
nay, ſometimes to the loweſt inclina- 
tions of brutes: What noble objects of 
adoration muſt here be? What admi · 
rable patterns of - ſanctity and good 
behaviour? But Chriſtians are taught, 
from the holy Scriptures, to believe, 
that Gov is a Being of infinite purity 
and mercy. A ſecond great excellency, 
peculiar to the Chriftian inſtitution, is 
this, that it faithfully informs us cone 
cerning ourſelves, concerning our na- 
ture, our original, our end, all our ſtate, 
paſt, preſent, and final; points about 
which otherwiſe by no reaſon, no hiſto- 
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ry, no experience, we could be well re- 
ſolved or ſatisfied. It is alſo a peculiar 
excellency of our religion, that it pre- 
fcribes an accurate rule of life, moſt 
congruous to reaſon, and ſuitable to 
our nature; it ſets before us 2 living 
copy, and viſible ſtandard of good 

practice; it frees us from a tedious 
obſervance of numerous external rites, 
and ſuperficial formalities, and builds 
our duty upon moſt ſolid grounds, 
preſſes it with moſt valid inducements, 
draweth it from the beſt principles, 
and driveth it to the beſt end, and 
farther (which no other law or doc- 
trine ſo much as pretends to) provides . 
ſufficient help and ability to practiſe 
its commandments: In a word, it a- 
lone can appeaſe and ſatisfy a man's 
| Conlcience, breeding therein a well. 


— 
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grounded hope, and a ſolid comfort; 
healing the wounds of bitter remorſe, 
and anxious fear, and fo appears ma- 

nifeſtly to be the true and direct way 
to eternal happineſs. It is obſerva- 
ble alſo, that the facred oracles furniſh 
us with the moſt awful deſcriptions of 
God's power and majeſty, quite diffe- 
rent from chat tinſel pageantry, which 
ſo glitters in the machines of the hea- 
then poets. How bright. is the co- 
Touring of the Royal Pſalmiſt, how 
lofty and refined his dition, when he 
celebrates the honour of bis God? 
Bleſs. the Lord. O my. ſoul! G Lord, 
my God, thou — art very great, 
thou art cloathed with honour and 
majeſty 1 who covereſt thyſelf with 
_ tight, 5 as with à garment . who 
firetcheſt out the heavens like à cur- 


- 


A 
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tain ; who layeth the beams of his 
' chambers in the waters ; © who maketh. 
#he clouds his chariot ; who: walketh 
#pon the wings of the uind: who ma- 
keth his angels ſoirits, his miniſters 4 
flame of fire, Pſal. civ. 1, 2, 3s 4. 
The book of Pſalms is full of ſuch 
divine and magnificent images, as are 
alſo many of the writings of the pro - 
-phets, eſpecially Is 414 h, who appa : 
rently excels the moſt celebrated of 
the GREcCIAN or RoMax orators. 
Many ſuch obſervations did the dear 
SERINO make. 

_ Phil. I THINK. theſe ys. * ar- 
gument very juſt, and ſufficient to give 
a ſolid and inward ſatisfaction to eve- 
ry man, who will give himſelf leave 
ſeriouſly. to attend the conſequences 
of them: And if we add to theſe, the 
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numerous miracles wrought in con- 
firmation of - theſe doctrines by our 
Saviour and his apoſtles, the wonders 
ful and ſpeedy propagation of the go - 
ſpel under ſeemingly inſuperable dif- 
ficulties, the magnanimous ſufferings 
of the noble army of martyrs; who, 


when they were tortured, would not 


accept of deliverance, that they might 
obtain a better reſurrection; the fierce- 


neſs of the raging flames could not 
ſhock their faith, or remove their con- 


ſtancy, becauſe they well knew, that 
when our Saviour had dorms ih; 


| Nharpneſs of death, he opened the king- 


dom of heaven to all believers. If we 
conſider all theſe things, we muſt 
own, that none but Chriſtians. deſerve 
the honourable name of Free-thinkers, 


and their dull adverſaries oppoſe theſe 
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fublime truths from a certain narrows 


neſs of mind, meanneſs of thought, 

and contractedneſs of ſoul, that tame- 
| ly ſubmits to vulgar prejudices 3 and 
not being able to riſe to the contem- 


plation of eternal joys, dreads ſo vaſt 


an idea as that of —_— But 
pray proceed. 


Chapl. SERINO being bs fixed in 


the principles of religion, reſolved to 
act accordingly, and not to omit any 
duty out of compliment to the pre · 
vailing humour of a degenerate age. 
And though now, in great families, it 
is reckoned unfaſhionable to beg a 
bleſſing upon our daily bread, he 


thought it proper to have prayers read 


twice a-day in a little chapel adjoining 
to his houſe, at which all his menial 
ſervants were obliged to be' preſent, 
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He would by no means allow of the 


leaſt- tincture of profaneneſs in his fa- 
mily, yet being himſelf of a moſt gay 


and airy temper, he would in a parti- 


cular. manner encourage all innocent 

mirth, diverſion, and recreations. 
Phil. I HAVE indeed obſerved, chat 

Fn things are more prejudicial to re- 


. 12 than the too melancholy, : and 


igid deportment of ſome of its voten 
x e LET 0 
Chapl. 1 HAVE very. good nos to 
believe, that a. virtuous courſe of life 


has ſeldom, in our days, been better 


recommended, than by the beautiful 


example of SerING,, who was the 


real friend and powerful patron of the 
orphan and defeneeleſs at his gates: 


You might daily ſee crowds of indi- 
gent perſons, or at leaſt thoſe who ap- 
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peared ſo, who were all ſupplied with 
2 free and promiſcuous bounty; for he 
did not reliſh thoſe maxims which 
tend to cut off any (though the leaſt) 
branch of charity. It may be 
© (would he often ſay) many who 
«come to my gates for relief, are 
« cheats and impoſtors : What then ! 
« Did I certainly know who theſe 
« wretches were, that thus impoſe on 
0 good-nature and compaſſien, the 
% nobleſt ornaments of human nature, 
« I ſurely would not throw any thing 
% away upon them; but as I do not, 
0 I intend to give, ſo long as it is in 
© my power, to all that aſk, becauſe 
eto me they appear to be in want: 
« And fince Almighty Gon has been 
*#f very liberal to me, I cannot but 
think it will be well-pleaſing to 

D | 
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-& him, to ſee me vigorouſly endea- 
« youring to imitate his glorious ex- 

„ ample.“ Such, in this caſe, were 

- the ſentiments of SRRINO; and 1 
muſt confeſs, to me they appear ex- 

| ceeding juſt and delicate : And were 

_ gentlemen but duly ſenſible of that 

refined and raviſhing pleaſure, which 
conſtantly attends aCtions of true be- 
_ neficence, they could not but perform 
them with more frequency and, readi- 

_ + neſs. - How faint are the delights of 
the moſt luxurious entertainments ? 
How dull the ſentiments which ſpring 
from ſurveying a vaſt maſs of riches, 

if compared with the permanent joys, 
that riſe from the reflection of our 
having brought a ſeaſonable relief to 
the diſtreſſed unhappy ? SRRINO bad 


_ 
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various other ways of exereiſing that 
heroic paſſion of univerſal benevo- 
lence, which ran ſo viſibly through al 
bis actions, and gave an inconceivable 
grace to his whole converſation. He 
was the founder of. a large charity» 
 ſchbol in a neighbouring town, and 
the chief ſupporter of it; beſides, he 
liberally contributed to the mainte- 
nance of divers others. He obſerved, 
that among all the melancholy ſymp- 
toms of declining piety, it was very 
comfortable to a pious mind, to ſee 
one very eminent ſign of the reverſe; 

that is, the flouriſhing of charity - 

| ſchools in this kingdom; the deſign of 
which is ſo very excellent, that it can · 
not but be highly pleaſing tothe Divine 


Majeſty, and draw down many NEE 
3 | 5 ay. mad 
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ane 0e Wrede ar ay encoura- 
1 Phils ALL + * Christiane muſt 
certainly highly approve of, and, to 
the utmoſt of their power, encburage 
thoſe uſeful nurſeries of learning and 
piety,” which are of the greateſt ſer- 
vice for forming the minds and man- 
ners of youth, and by which many 
poor children have happily been re- 
ſcued from ww ee and 
profaneneſs. mm 
Chbapl. So intent was "_ on ou 
good, that he uſed to give his ſteward 
orders to inquire after poor houſe - 
keepers, who bad large families, or 
or any other caſualty: To theſe he 
was liberal in ſuch 2 manner, as even 
ſometimes gave them a temptation te 


— 
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he glad at : thoſe misfortunes, which 
were the occaſion of their receiving 
ſuch; uncommon ſupplies. He uſed 
to employ; me, and another gentle- 
man who attended on him, in finding 
out ſuck as were reduced from fa 
vourable circumſtances to great neceſ- 
good fortune, and liberal education, to 
the unſpeakable ſorrows of a melancho- 
Iy deſpondency =: Such perſons have 
many times been unexpectedly relie · 
ved by his bounty, which has quite 
changed the ſcene, and dreſſed the 
gloomy ee 2p: thee * airs 
of the morning 120 
"Phil. THIS . of, e is not 
| ai leaſt conſiderable, in my opinion: 
For ſurely,” if we reflect on the ſad 
condition of thoſe who are fallen from 
D 3 — 


à tear at the 
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plenty to poverty, and from a ſoft and 
eaſy life, expoſed to alk che hardſhips 
of tempeſtuous ſtorms; if we have pi · 
ty in our breaſts, mee | 
onſideration of -- ſuch 
piercing exkefortames. - But I fear 1 
ſhall, by my digreſſions, hinder myſelf 
of hearing fuch a full account'of Sn- 
no, as I defire, | tte fax 
ubapl. Nor elke e att 
what a, great part of the entertainment 
and profit of our converſe muſt be 
loſt, and the time ſeem to move hea« 
zeal for the honour of Gon, ſo warm 
his paſſion for the beauties of holineſs, 
that be not only contributed largely 
ly one in; his own parith ; upon which 
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he would look with much more plea- 
ſure, than upon that ancient and ſtate- 
ly ſtructure in which he dwelt. He 
has more than once expreſſed hisap- 
probation of the conduct of the Ro- 
MANISTS in this particular, that they 
ſpare no coſts to adorn their churches ; 
which, however, weak minds may 
call a uſeleſs pageantry, yet ſeems 

very agreeable to thoſe notions, which 
both nature and revelation give us of. 
the Divine Majeſty. There is no per- 
fon of diſtinction among. us, but is 
willing to have his houſe beautiful 
and ſtately ; nay, men of an inferior 
rank will be at conſiderable charges 
to render their apartments neat and 
5 pleaſant: And does it then become 
us to think that coſt and labour miſ- 
employed, which is ſpent in adorning 
D 4 
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the ſacred temples i ? It is true, the 
primitive Chriſtians ſometimes wor- 
ſhipped Gop in caves," in fields, and 
the meaneſt rooms you can imagine 
and, I fear, to better purpoſe, and 
with greater ardour of devotion, than 
moſt Chriſtians, now-a-days, in- mag- 
nificent churches ; yet this was not of 
choice, but neceſſity : For let ſome 
men. think, and fay what they pleaſe, 
the noble beauty, and ſolemn. orna- 
ments of a temple ſerve to excite re- 
verence, and raiſe devotion ; though, 
at. the ſame time it muſt be confeſſed, 
that fincere worſhip, performed in the 
pooreſt place, when no better can be 
obtained, is as grateful to our Crea- 
tor, as the moſt tuneful anthems that 
reſound in gilded roofs and lofty arches. 
Phil. I nau heard that SERING 
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had one of the fineſt private libraries 
i. mann and. eee ut i. une f 
8 nth Wy 2 
more than ordinary taſte of the poli- 
ter parts of l earnings and therefore 


ſhould be very glad to hear ſomething 


of his fancy as to this matter, and 
who were his favourite authors. 

. Chapl. Hz had indeed a large and 
well-cholen library, filled with the 
beſt writers on all ſubjects; there was 
his chief delight, and when he had 
been out a few hours a. hunting, or 
; upon ſome. other diverſion, would re- 
turn to his ſtudy with the. greateſt 
pleafure, He was, a very great admi- 
rer of the ancient fathers, and did by 
no means approve of the opinion of 
ſome. modern divines (otherwiſe men 
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of goed judgment) who ſet toc 1 ight 
by thoſe venerable remains of pious | 
antiquity. - He ſeemed, in'a more 
particular ' manner, to be deligbted 
with the writings of ORIGEN and St. 
NN rib though divers authors, 
- very injurioully; place the former i in 
their catalogues of hereticks, yet he 
- ſhines with diſtinguiſhed rays amongſt 
I "is btizbtet of his contemporaries, 
| As to the Tubtle volumics of Aqovr 
| NAS, Scorus, Dun inbus, and the 
reſt of the ſckoolmen, he was no great 
admirer of then; yet ſhe the ſtu · 
ch of Were iöeibds Leer rh. "He 
had, with the utinoſt "tes; examined 
the controverſy between us and the 
church of Rows 3 and though he 
could not but TE the learning 
and ſmart turns of Cardinat BrILAR- 


LL 
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NIN, and others of their ableſt cham- 
pions, yet he was ſo well aſſured of 
the agreeableneſs of the Proteſtant 
faith to the holy ſcriptures, that there 
was no more probability of his relin- 
quiſhing it, than of forſaking the firſt 
principles of natural religion : Since 
he always looked upon the former to 


de a direct oppoſition to the goſpel, 


doth by its ſuperſtitious doctrines, and 
bloody maxims; | about which, he 
would ſometimes thus expreſs himfelfz 
when ſpeaking of the good-natured 
church of Rowe : © We cannot but 
e take notice of ſuch a diſagreeable 
e jmage, where the features are fo 


* very grim, and its garments deeper | 
6 dyed with blood than paint, where 
« human gore hides all the ſofter 


« crimſon. A ſtrange and mon- 
D 6 
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ce ſtrous ſpectacle, which at once ap- 
cc pears. gay and horrible, glitteriug 


and terrifying, dreſſed in the beau- 


e teous ſmiles of an angel (their gild- 


ed chapels, their dazzling orna-- 


« ments, their ſolemn and pompous. 


d procelions): and curſed with the 


cc ghaſtly ſnakes of a perſecuting fury. 
No. perſon of common humanity, 
ee can hear of thoſe barbarities, which 
« the furious bigots of ROME have 
cc committed, without being ſhocked. 
* to the laſt degree, and feeling a freſh. 
© pain at the reflection on thoſe cruel- 


ties, which were no; mare than ſport 


\ 


et to the inhuman actors. But ,how 
** contrary, is this to the Chriſtian re- 
* ligion, - . which is made up of love 
« and ſweetneſs ? As is evident from. 
« the divine anthem which the Joyful 
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1 A ſung at our Redeemer's in- 
00 carnation; Glory be to God on high, 
« on. earth peace, good-will towards 
ec men.” ' 


Phil. Pray, Sir, what were SER 
'No's ſentiments concerning SOCINUS- 
and his followers; for, if I do not 


miſtake, I have heard him repreſented 


by ſome, as a favourer of the Raco- 


VIAN divinity. | 

Chap. Tais ſhows what little re- 
gard is due to flying reports, that are 
often diſperſed without the leaſt foun- 
dation: For as to Socinvs's. notions. 
concerning our bleſſed Lon v's. divini- 
ty, none could be a greater adverſary 
to them than SERINO ;. He has often 
lamented, with the greateſt carneſtneſs, 


that a perſon of ſuch learning, parts, 
and morality, ſhould make ſuch de- 
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fperate eſſays to dethrone the Great 
Gop, and our Saviour Jxsus 
Cunis r, who is the King of kings, 

and Lord of lords: He wondered how 
| he durſt preſume to repreſent him as 2 
mere man, Wheſe goings forth have 
been of old, from the days of eterni- 
try; and by whom were all things ere- 
ated that are in heaven, and that are 
in earth, viſible and inviſible; whe 
ther. they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities or powers, Cot. i. 16. 
'To him, throughout the ſacred wri- 
tings, the enſigns divinely royal are 
every where aſeribed: When he brings 
bis firſt begotten into the world, he 

faith, And let all the angels of C, 
worſbip him; and unto the Son he 
faith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever, 
Heb. i. 6, 8. Indeed he nſed to 


8 


FINE GENTLEMAN. 387 


read ſome part of Soctnus's works 
with great pleaſure 5 wherein he de- 
fends the liberty of the will, and the 
doQrine of univerſal redemption, and 
explodes the ſtoical and abſurd opi - 
nion of the rigid predeſtinarians > 
But in theſe points, Socix vs agrees 
entirely with the primitive writers, 
with the whole body of the remon- 
ſtrants, and even with the moſt cele- 
brated divines of our church. That 
he was converſant in the works of 
_ CkEEtivs, Vol EKELIvs, and others 
of that clan, was not with any deſign 
to fall into their ſcheme; but only to 
furniſh himſelf with ſome valuable 
flowers that were diſperſed among nu- 
merous weeds. - I cannot ſay the ſame 
as to his judgment of the Remon-- 
ſtrants.; for he ſeemed to go very 
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much into their ſcheme, and uſed to 
declare that he thought them. a ſet of 
Chriſtians, whoſe profeſſed: doctrines 
were as agreeable to- the apoſtolical 
and primitive rules, as any whatever; 
and was particularly pleaſed with that 
charming air of meekneſs and charity, 
5 vhich uſually adorns even their pole- 
mical writings. He admired the pro- 
foundneſs of Ar Min1vs, the ſublime- 
- neſs of Ey1scoyivs, the clearneſs of 
LixBorken, and the modeſty and 
learning of ConckxIEAUSs; who were, 
| indeed, among the foremoſt. of his fa- 
vourite authors: And well he might, 
fence even a TiLLOTSON, a SCOTT, 
a-SHERLOCE, have not diſdained, in- 
many points, to imitate their manner 
of thinking. 
- Phil. * this 1 "the ches Ls: 
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oxactly to agree with ' SERINO, and 
have often peruſed the writings of 
thoſe great men you juſt now mention · 


ed, with inexpreſſible ſatisfaction; and 


ence, I remember, night came upon 
me unawares, whilft I was reading a 


little poſthumous volume of CuxckI- 


LAus's, in anſwer to MaREs1Us.. | 
Cbapl. I REMEMBER, : likewiſe, he 
was wont to ſpeak of the learned Ca- 


STAL10, with great reſpect and pity, 


that ſo worthy a man ſhould be expo- 


ſed to ſo much want, and even expire 


amidſt neglect and indigence; but in. 
this (as SERINO well obſerved) he did 
but follow the ſteps of his great Lord 


and Maſter, who had not where to lay 


his head, and left the world under. 
circumſtances of grief and contempt. 
Atheiſtical wits very often complain 


— — 
— — 
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of the meanneſs of the ſtyle of Holy 
writ ; let them read the Bible, either 
in the original, or in CasTaL10's e- 
legant verſion, and they cannot poſſi- 
bly, without bluſhing, mention any 
more ſuch groundleſs objections. An- 
other favourite author of my dear 
friend's, was the admired GrRoTrus-: 
He had alfo in his library, a compleat 
ſet of Car.vin's works, in which, 
ſometimes, he would ſpend an bour 
or two; but thoſe harſh poſitions, 
and unſcriptural aſſertions, which he 
there frequently met with concerning 
God's decrees, made him only con- 
fault them occaſionally, and not with 
that pleaſure which otherwiſe he 
might have found in the writings of a 
divine, who was very conſiderable in 
many other reſpecta. He thought his 
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| doftrine of abſolute reprobation, 
' wholly inconſiſtent with all the attri- 
butes of Gov, and labouring under 
monſtrous abſurdities. Is it poſſible | i 
that the Gop of infinite mercy: fhould. | | 
reſolve from all eternity, upon the de- | 
ſtruction of the far greater part of 
mankind, and yet call upon them, 
with the moſt moving tendernefs, to 
accept of happineſs ? He that believes 
this doQtrine, and yet ſcruples to ad- 
mit the doctrine of tranſubſtantiation, 
may, in ſome ſenſe, be ſaid to ſtrain 
at a gnat, and ſwallow a camel; for 
. the latter, abſurd as it is, yet is not 
loaded with thoſe diſmal conſequences, 
as is that of the howible decree; 
which, like the tail of a dragon, draws 
after it a long train of darkneſs and 
terror: Inſomuch, that Biſhop EAT I- 


rr ] m ro OW r * 
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8 MER, in his ſermon on Septuageſims 
$552, was ſo offended at ſuch kind 


of doctrines, that he tells us, accord- 
ing to his own plainneſs (and that of 
the times) 4 That it is as needful to 
& beware of ſuch reafonings, and ex- 
« poſitions of the ſcripture, as it is to 
«beware of the devil himfelf.” ' And 
in his ſermon on the following 23d 
Sunday after Trinity, he expreſsly aſ- 


ferts, That Canisr ſhed as much 


tc — JuD#s, as he did for 'Px- 
« TER: So that we ſee the ortho- 


dox doQtrine of univerſal ' redemp- 


tion, was then taught in the church of 


_ EnGLanD, by thoſe who reſiſted un- 


to blood, ſtriving againſt the corrup- | 
tions of the church of Rox. 
Phil. Pray, Sir, who were his 


7 
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chief favourites e our ENGLISH 
divines? 

. Chapl. Wewer 3 Ads 
ſhop TiLLoTSON. and Dr. Barrow, 
in whoſe writings there appears a rich 
variety of divine thoughts, dreſſed in 
the beautiful colours of a charming 
diction : Not but that he was frequent 
in the peruſal of all thoſe great men 
of our church, who have obliged us 
with their writings; ſuch as Biſhop 
STILLINGFLEET, Dr. SHERLOCK, 
the-Author of The Whole Duty of Man, 
&c. but I think the three I mention - 
ed, were, as it were, bis daily compa- 
nions. He was in conſtant commu- 
nion with the church of Ex LAND, 
and thought it his duty to comply 
with her injunctions, and thereby 
obey the lawful commands of his ſu- 


1 
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periors. This Dr. Barrow bad 
taught him in his Diſcourſe F obedi- 
ence to our Spiritual Guides and Co- 
vernort; where he thus. ſpeaks : 
E Conũ der obedience, what it is, 
«© whence it ſprings, and what it pro- 
« duceth; each of theſe reſpects will 
t engage us to it: It is in itſelf a 
thing very good and acceptable to 
% Gop, very juſt and equal, very 
6 wiſe, very comely, and pleaſant: it 
© cannot but be grateful to Gop, who 
« ig the Go p of love, of order, and 
5 peace, to ſee men do their duty in 
tt the reſpec̃t performed to his own 
© miniſters: It is alſo à comely and 
*:2miable thing, yielding much grace, 
c procuring great honour to the 
«© church, highly adorning and credit- 
« ing religion.” The whole diſcourſe 
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| deſerves to be written in letters of 
gold; but 1 ſhall repeat no more of 
it at preſent, ſince I find the time 
will not permit us to ſtay much longer. 
Phil. I cannoT, without regret, 
leave ſuch agreeable converſation ; 
but ſince it muſt be, I ſhould be very 
glad if you would pleaſe to favour me 
with a few more miſcellaneous hints 
concerning this worthy gentleman. 
Cbapl. I$H4LL readily comply with 
your requeſt, provided you will excuſe 
my want of connection and regulari- 
ty: It was his cuſtom every morning 
and evening to ſing a divine hymn, -- 
accompanied not only with ſeveral 
fine voices, but alſo with the choiceſt 
inſtruments. Particularly every Sun- 
day morning, the following one of the 
excellent Mr. ADD1$80N, was ſung in 
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bis family, and the barmony improved | 
with the ant ot a curious Ng 
h 0% 893 | {4 | £ 15 I. 
When all thy merciet, 0 my Cod, 
My rifing foul ſurveys; 
een with tbe view, Vm 125 
In gt at and 44 7755 - 
25 — 1. 2 
o how foal 40 with onal OY | 
= * The gratitude declare, 0 12 | 
. That glows within my raviſh'd heart 7 
2 thou _ Toes it Aeg . * 
1 III. 5 
Th W Mes tu lain 2 
> And all my wants redreſt; :- 
wh When in the flint womb 1 lays | 
"line hung _ the Ove 


; 8 pn "7x"; oP TV. 
To all my weak „ aut eri, 
* merey * an ear, 
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” 


Fre yet my feeble theughts had karnt 
. To. form thomſelves in prayer. 


Befare my infant heart conceiv'd 
From whence theſe comforts flew'd. 


When in the flippery paths of youth 


With heedleſs fleps I ran, 


_ Thine arm, unſeen, _—_— * 2 fe, 


And led me up to man 
VII. 


Through hidden dangers, rails, 2 death, 


It gently clæar d my way ; 


And through the pleafing ſnares of "oy 


Mere to be fear'd than they. 
VIII. 


. feknef, oft buſt Thew 
With health renew'd my face; 


7 
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And when in fins and ſorrous ſunk, 
Reviv'd. n | with grace. 
eee 3 
7 hy bountzous:hand with echt bl; iſs 
Has made my cup run oer, 
And in A hind and faithful friend, 
* | 
Ten thouſand thouſand Previous x Ser | 
My daily thanks. employ, F 
Nor is the leaſt a chearful heart: 
| That ate gifts with. Joy. 
Mt 
Through every period of my ; lifes 
f Thy goodneſs L purſug ; 
And after. death, in diſtant e 
The glorious theme renew. 
r 
 Hhen nature fails, and, day and L F, 
Di vide thy. warks no more, 
* 
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My ever-grateful heart, O Lord, 
Thy mercy ſhall adore, © + 
Through all eternity to Thee, 
A joyful fong Tll raiſe; 
For, Ot eternity's too hort, 
Do utter all thy praiſe. 


TEIs exerciſe, he thought, was ex- 
ceeding refreſhing to the ſpirits, and 
gave the thoughts a very agreeable 
turn. He was indeed very fond of 
muſick, and looked upon it to be in 
its higheſt uſe, when employed to ce- 
lebrate the praiſes. of our Creator; not 
but that ſometimes he would be di- 
verted with compoſitions of another 
nature, and ſmile at the beauties of a 
moral, politick, or amorous ſong. He 
was ſo great an admirer of poetry, 

E 2 
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even in his tendereſt years, that I re» 
member I have heard him fay, that 
when he was at the grammar-ſchoo!, 
| he wrote out all M1L ToN's Paradiſe 
Loft very fair; ſo exceedingly was he 
deligbted with it! He would very 
often take it with him into the fields, 
and by reading it, enjoy a pleaſant ſe- 
renity, ſomething like that which the 
- grove. of EDEN afforded to its bliſsful 
inhabitants. He was much pleaſed 
with SrENSER'S Fairy- Queen, not- 
withſtanding the beſt-natured critick 
muſt own, it is too allegorical; yet 
the variety of amuſing images, that a- 
dorn his writings, cannot fail of de- 
lighting a poetical genius. He al- 
Ways ſpake of Mr. CowLev'as a po- 
lite and ſine gentleman, who ſeemed as 
well turned fur an orator as a poet. 
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He thought Mr. Dzynpen's' fables 
much the brighteſt of all his perform- 
ances, though his tranſlation of Vin- 
GIL is very ſmooth and muſical, and 
ſome of his tragedies very entertain 
ing. I ſhall leave this head of poctry, 
when I have taken notice, that SER 1» 
No, amongſt all other divine poems, 
in which he was very much conver- 
ſant, approved of none more (MIL ToN 
excepted) than Sir RichARD BLAck- 
MORE's Creation, Mr. WA vr s's Ho- 
re Lyricæ, and Dr. Youne's Poem on 
the Laſt Day. It was remarkable in 
 SeRINO,: that he was always fo ſenſi - 
ble of the advantages of a country- 
life above that in the town, that he 
would never ſtay there above a month 
= the year: but when ſomething ex- 
traordinary has. called him from his 
E 3 | 
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beloved ſeat, he has made all imagina- 
ble haſte to return; and was of CL av Di- 
av's mind, in the agreeable deſcrip- 
tion he bas given us of the Old Man 


WTR: 2 5 . 
rel 2 propriis  Evum rranſegit in 
n Avis, Sc. | 


nur oh man, who bi whale time 
. doth bound 
Within t# incloſure of h bis Tittle ground. 
| Happy the man, whom the fans humbla 
n, 
| / 7 * e cottage « oe Face . 
From his firft riſing infancy bas known, 
And by degrees ſees gently bending down 
With natural propenſion to that earth, 
. Which. both preſerv'd his li 80 and _ 
bim birth. WF > ; 


+ 
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Hi no falſe diſtant ops by F. ortune 
F 
Cauld ever into fooliſh wand _ get. - 
He never dangers either ſaw or fear'd: 
Thedreadful forms at ſea he never heard. 
He never heard the ſbrill alarms of war, 
Or the 'worſe noiſes of the lawyer's bar. 
No change of conſuls marks to him the 
„„ | 

The change of ſeaſons ts bis * 
The cold and heat, winter and ſummer 
- ſhows, | 
Autumn by fruits, and Joring by fow'r I'S 
bie knows. | 
He ae time by land-marks, and. 
bas found 1 2 x 
u whole day, the dial 777 his 1 
4 e ring ' wood born with acted 

be ſees, © ; 

4nd od his old contemporary trees: + 

E 4 
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en hard of, near, Vuxona' 
name, 

And knows it, like the "HWY but by 
Diet with a like concernment notice take 
Of the Red Sea, ande BEnacus! lake. 
Thus health and firength ae Pa third 
. age enjoys, | ; | „ 

And ſees a long poſterity of Mp 
About the ſpacious world let ethers roam, 
The veyage · life is longeſt made ar home. 
5 CowLE V. 
T He would take notice, that the coun- 
| try was io. empty, that a true Ex d. 
1 - LISHMAN could not look into it with- 
out a great deal of juſt pity and con- 
cern, it being a very ungrateful ſpec- 
tacle to ſee fo many noble houſes 
mouldering into ruin, and dropping 


has often wondered at ſome gentle- 
men of his acquaintance, who uſed al- 
moſt to drown thoſe laudable qualities 
they were maſters of, in floods of 
wine, and ſpent a great deal of time 


in exceſſive drinking ; which vice has 


very fatal effects on the mind of the 
perſon who is devoted to it, not to ſay 
- that it alſo waſtes his body, and diſfi- 
pates his fortune: © For. (as a polite 
& gentleman very well obſerves) * as 
& to the mind, drunkenneſs diſeovers 
« every flaw in it: The ſober man, 


te by the ſtrength of reaſon, may keep 


under, and ſubdue every vice or fol- 


« ly, to which he is moſt "inclined 
c but wine makes every latent ſeed 
* ſprout up in the ſoul. and ſhew it- 


gee a SpeFator of Mr. AppDison's. 


i 7 
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down, for want of inhabitants. He 


106 | | CHARLCTER OF 4 


. ſelf: he: gives fury to the paſſions, 
«and; forceito thoſe objects which are 
« apt to produce them. When 2 
« young fellow complained to an old 
<5 philoſopher, that his wife was not 
: „ handſome; put leſs water in 
e your vine, ſays the philoſopher; 
$6 and yo ill quickly make her ſe. 
$:Wine-heightens: indifference into 
5. love, lone into. Jealouſy, and jea - 
< louſy into madneſs; it often turns 
e the-good-natured may into an ideot, 
, and the choleric into an aſſaſſin; it 
& gives bitterneſs to reſentment; it 
makes: vanity inſupportable, and 
& diſplays every little ſpot of the ſoul 
* in its utmoſt deformity. Nor does 
ae this. vice only betray the hidden 
8 s faults of a man, and ſhew them in 
N ; 60 three web odious colours, but _ 
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i occaſions faults, to which he is not 
«© naturally fubject. There is more 
* of turn than of truth in a ſaying of 
« SENECA, / That drunkenneſs does 
« not - produce but diſcover faults; 
© common experience teaches us the 
&© contrary. Wine throws a man out of 
© himſelf, and infuſes | qualities into 
it the mind, which the is a ſtranger to 
cin her ſober: moments. The per- 
&« ſon yon converſe with after the 
third bottle, is not the ſamg man 
6 who at firſt ſat down at table with 
4% Jou. Upon this maxim is founded 
e's a pretty ſaying bf PuBLros Sys 
40 s; Nui ebrium. ludificat, ledis - 
ic abſentem He who jeſts upon a 
te man who is drunk, injures the ab- 
(ent. Thus does drunkenneſs act 
* in direct contradiction to reaſon, 

E 6 
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_ .  *f whoſe buſineſs it is to clear the 


© mind of every vice which is crept 
« into it, and to guard it | againſt all 
c the approaches of any that endea- 
e voutrs to make its entrance. But 

<< beſides theſe ill effects which this 
vice produces in the perſon who is 
« actually under its dominion, it has 
e alſo a bad infſuence on the mind, 
c even in its ſober moments; as it 
5 inſenfibly' weakens the underftand- 
<« ing, impairs the memory, and makes 
© thoſe faults. habitual, which are 
152 produced by frequent exceſſes. „ Sr 
RINO was well aware of this, . and 
| therefore ſtrictiy guarded againſt all 
exceſſes of this kind. Another pre- 
vailing vice of the age, which he kept 
at a diſtance from, and was extremely 
uneaſy when in any company where it 
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was pradtiſed,' was the modiſn rant ol 
eaths and imprecations, it being an 
ungenteel dialect, as well as unchri · 
ſtian, and claſhes both with the rules 
of breeding, and the goſpel. The 
folly of them is thus admirably de- 
ſcribed by a conſiderable maſter of 
learning and language: © Cuſtom, 
«indeed (ſays he) has made them fa- 
« ſhjonable, but neither civil nor laws 
K. ful; for vice can never plead pre- 
& ſeription: I know it lies under the 
4c protection of numbers and quality 3 
«© but ill things have no right to 
2 ſanctuary. Becauſe vermin ſwarm, 
© muſt they be permitted to-increaſe ? 
« Shall the number of felons plead 
« for pardon ? No, no; the cuſtoma- 
< rineſs of ill things makes them 
1 worſe, and the more they muſt be 
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n diſcountenanced, and taught diſci- 


ee pline. In a word, whatever jars 


with religion, and cuts upon good 
ei breeding, is below a gentleman; 


and therefore, in fpite of example 
« and practice, I muſt caution young 
& gentlemen againſt ſome parts of 
« ENGLISH civility; for though they | 
« po for conſent in the Ex L Is H do- 


4 minions, they will not bear the teſt 


« of other nations. For example: 


„ Damn ye, ſays one, I am glad to 


« ſee you. Is not this a quaint ſalu- 
« tation, firſt to pack me away to hell, 
e and then proteſt he is glad to fee 
© me fo conveniently lodged ; ? What 


6 provifions will theſe blades make 


4 for their enemies, if they place their 


4 friends ſo untowardly? Certainly 


* nn hell is A a fine ſeat, © and 
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ic that the damned are in a fair way 
ce of promotion: Damn ye, ye dog; 
& how doſt do? cries another: T his 
« feat compliment implies damnation 
© and transformation too; it is a 
© compound of curſe and raillery, I 
am plunged into hell, daſhed out of 
« the liſt of rationals, and then with 
* a taunt aſked how I do. Why, a 
TH in fire: and. brimſtone 1s not 
« altogether at his eaſe; and a rea- 
e ſohable creature, curſt into a dog, 
© not very fond of the metamorpho- 
«'fis; A third very ungenteelly ac- 
c cofts a friend, he has not perhaps 
tc ſęen of a twelvemonthʒ Ze en of a 
©: whore, wherei have you been, ? This 
* is an ENEL1$H addreſs to a tittle; 
it is a. kind of ſtaple commodity of 
the nation, and, like our wool, 
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ac muſt not be tranſported, under pain 
of confiſcation. But ſurely we 
s need not lay ſo ſevere an embargo 
. * on the ware, for it is ten to one, it 
vill never find vent in any other 
“ nation on this fide of the Cans- 
„ RIES; a handful of dirt well ap- 
« plied, is as civil a compliment, 
«though not quite ſs cleanly, Sen 
„ @ whore:{ There is abundance of 
ic freedom in the expreſſion, but not a 
“ grain of breeding; unleſs you mea · 
« ſure behaviour by the dialect of 
«© BiLLINGSGATE: and the BBRAR - 
c GARDEN. Certainly theſe gentle. 
„ men are admirers of charity, why 
tt elſe do they dignify whoredom ? | 
tt For whore ſtands for a'mark of qua- 
« lity, a diſtinguiſhing character; o- 
« therwiſe the ſalutation would ap- 


* I 


* 
on 
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6e © pgar coarſe and” homely ; But, by 
ee their leave, few are in love with 
t croſs-bars, and to be brother to a 
e bye. blow, is to be a baſtard once 
cc removed. I know we fling a veil 
on theſe expreſſions, and waſh over 
«© their foulneſs with fair pretences. 
« Damn ye (ſays one) and /n of a 
ec whore ſtand merely for cyphers, or 
« only ſerve to enliven a period, and 

> 60 to make the expreſſion more blu - 
« ſtering:. I. confeſs whore and-dam- 
E nation are near a- kin, and often go 
40 together; but for all chat, the ſilli- 
« neſs of the excuſe cannot ſtifle the 
« monſtrous incivility of the compli- 
« ment; for though it ſignifies no- 
“ thing to him who receives it, in 
« good time it will ſignify much to 
L him who. ſpoke it; for though a 
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« friend may let ſuch curſes 4 ts 
the ground, G0 will put them to 
&« account; and though they ſtand for 
„ cyphers in Ex CLAN PD, they may 
„ purchaſe eternal torments i hell. 
“ They are, ſays another, marks of 
% EN GLISsR familiarity ; pure allies 
& of kindneſs, and demonſtrations of 
+ friendſhip. No doubt, to deliver 
* over to SATAN an old acquaintance, 
„ vithout aſking his conſent to the 
r conveyance, is freedom with a ven- 
« -geance 7 dut at which end of the 
compliment is his kindnefs? In 
<4 ſhort, ſuch expreſſions grate the or- 
<« gan, and turn the very faculty of 
hearing into a burden; they are 
« high ſymptoms of a lewd inclina- 
ce tion, and of a depraved complexion; 
„ for when the breath ſmells rank, | 


GP 
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&; the ſtomach. is infected: In ſhort, 
e ſuch'a jargon is a breach of civility, 


«it is a ruſtic cant, an uncteditable 


et dialect; nor is the whole poſſe of 


“ bullies able to ennoble it.” Perſons. 
of great fortunes, are tempted to pride 


and 'haughtineſs; therefore SERIN®G 
laboured by all means to obtain that 
excellent virtue of humility: And was 
ſo happy as not to miſs of his deſign, 
nor loſe his labour; for, I believe, 
no man in his circumſtances, was ever 


of a more meek and humble ſpirit? 


There is an admirable ſentence in ho- 


ly writ, which ſays, that Pride was 


not made for man : There is not, in- 
deed, any fingle view of human na- 
ture, under its preſent” condition; 


which is not fufficient to'extinguiſh in 


us all the ſecret ſeeds of pride; and 


5 / 
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on the contrary, to fink- the ſoul inte 


the loweſt ſtate of humility, and what 


the ſchoolmen call Self-annihilation : 


| There is nothing in his underſtand- 


ing, his will, or in his preſent condi- 
tion, that can tempt any conſiderate 
creature to pride or vanity z and yet 


e very reaſons why he ſhould not be 
proud, are, notwithſtanding, the rea- 


ſons why he is fo. Were he not a 
anful creature, he would not be. ſubject 


t à paſſion which riſes from the 
depravity of his nature ; were he 


not an ignorant creature, he would ſee 
be bas nothing to be proud of: And 


were not the whole ſpecies miſerable, 


he would: not have thoſe wretched ob- 
jects of compariſon before his eyes, 
which are the occaſions of this paſſion, 
and make one man value himſel{ more 
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than another. But, methinks, the 
inſtability of human affairs, the turns 
and viciſſitudes of fortune, and the 
fudden falls from the moſt ſwoln am- 
bition, are ſubjects which ought to 
diſcountenance pride. SHAKESPEARE 
has an admirable paſſage on this head, 
(ſpoken by Wol sx in Henry VIII.) 
which SERINO uſed often to repeat. 


Farewel ;” a tink farewell to all my 
greatneſs ! | 
This is the ſtate of man; to-day he puts 
forth : 
The tender leaves of hope, to-morrow 
bloſſoms, 
And bears his bluſting honaurs thick up- 
on him 


The third day comes a a fret, a | killing 
:; | froſt; 
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And when be . Ligne 0 man, 
ul furely 1 9 
His greatneſs i is a fans os bis . 
And then be. falls as I do. Thave ventur 4 
Lite little wanton FO that Swim on 
1 bladders) 1 
Tus. many a ener in a oe of 44M 5 
But far beyond my depth, my wind 
_ blown FO TIER” 5 
4 779 85 broke under me, and now | has 
TMs left A.. a: 
8 old with. fervice, 70 the e 
Y 4 rude: free, r . (ors ever hide 


me. 


3 


Hz bad improved bis natural parts 
| (which x were indeed extraordinary): not 

only by hard ſtudies, but alſo by his 
travels. Upon bis peturn-from which, 
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he often, with an inexpreſſible plea- 
ſure, would repeat the following ode ; 
for which the polite world is obliged 
to the incomparable Mr. ADDp1s0N. 


3 : 
In are th fervants bleſt, © Lord. 
How ſure is. their defence! 
Eternal Wiſdom is their guide, 
Their help, Omnipotence. 
In foreign realms, and lands Os 
Supported by thy care, $1 
a Through burning climes I pal unburt, 
e breath'd in tainted air. 
T 110 all Taeter every fol, 
Mi2mMade every region pleaſe, . ; 
; The hoary ALPINE hills it warm'd, - 
And. ſmoothd the TYRRHENE [eas. 
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Think, O my ſoul, devoutly think, 
Hou, with affrighted oyec, 
| T hou faw ft-the wide extended deep, 
In all its horrors riſe. 
WT, 
Confuſion dwelt in every face, 
And fear in every heart; 
When waves on Waves, and * on 
„ 
O'ercame the pilot's art. 
Te ” hs # Fes all my ee 0 2 
Ty mercy ſet me free, 
ar in the confidence of prayer, 
NM e hold on dog 
„5 
For hind: in drradful 8 we + hung 
- - High on the broken wave, © 
F knew thou wert not flow to hear, 
Nor impotent to ſave. 
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ef # — Lan, 1195 hope. for mores pg 


+, 5 fr 1 deaths: if death muſt be * den, 


A Shall j Join my foul to thee, pg: 
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M's 2 


W VIII. e 
The OY . + 40, the winds retir'd, 

Obedient to thy*will.; 7 0 99 
ET 7a, that roar'd at thi; dennen, f 
At thy command. Was RE 


P 4 


** 


1 midft of dangers, fears and Crop | 
Thy goodneſs PII adore ; M238 04 7 | 
| ond praiſe thee for thy. mercies pa ft, * | 0 
Pa BY e . N 
Ihe e how «prefers my te, : bb 
Thy gef hee foul hey 


"In Hike: Serie 1 was a perſon in whom | 
united virtues ſhone with promiſcuous 5 
. * Aae "Fortitude, his chaſtity, 
We Prudence, were as: remarkable a6 
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his temperance and humility ; but a- 


bove all, charity was the virtue that 
conſtantly ſhone with ſuperior bright- 
neſs, and gave a charming luſtre to all 
his actions. A few weeks before his 
death, he ſent a thouſand guineas to 


the ſociety for propagating the goſpel 


in foreign parts; which deſign he al- 


ways looked upon as moſt noble and | 


excellent: At the fame. time he ob- 
ſerved, that the ſcandalous diyifions of | 
Chriſtians was a great hindrance to 


| | that good work. How pernicious AR 
SI $6: is 1 AY (would. be often. fay) to bear 
8 ſuch a variety of contrary opinions Bs 
maintained in Chriſtendom, and the 1 5 
be belief of moſt of them impoſed on us 


6c by their zealous -Propagators, under 
10 pain of eternal damnation . Should 5 
68 A Poor Hide, Sefirous to be” in- 
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s ſtructed in the myſteries of the go- 
2 « ſpel, make his application to one of 
«© the ſociety of 'JesUs, as the' moſt 
8 . perſon to give him informa- 
tion in thoſe , weighty matters, 
3 ance he not only goes under the 
” 05 common name of a Chriſtian, but as 
2 one peculiarly devoted to the ſervice 
DH 4 of his Great Maſter, is ſtiled a Fe-- 
e uit, a feryant of the bleſſed JIEs s; 
pd « we will ſuppoſe the Jeſuit to ac- 
1 quaint him with the dignity ned 1 
bs glory of the Roman- catholic church, 
6 D . and particularly of his Holineſs the 
ls Pope, who, as St. Peter” s ſucceſ- 
Wt 60 ſor, is (as he tells bim) appointed 


8 "6 by Cunts r, Whoſe vicegerent and 
0 repreſentative be i is, to be the infal- 
| deible bead of the Chriſtian world, 
728 5 ee centre e of are upity 3 that all- 
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cc are bound to obey him, and diſobe- 
cc dience to his injunctions i is no. leſs a | 
<« crime, than a rebellion againſt the 
« authority of heaven : he farther in; | 
“ forms him of that inconceivable my- 
-«f. ftery of tranſubſtantiation, and aſ- 
„ ſures him, that in the bleſſed facra- 
e ment of the altar, he may eat the 
e real fleſh of his Redeemer, and 
ec ſwallow. down. the Deity he is about 
60 to adore: He will, doubtleſs, give. 
« him ſome. inſtructions concerning : 


* 7 


£ 7 and the yeneration | due to images py 


"0: likewiſe bear the doctrines of pur ; 
te gatory, auricular confeſſion, and in- 


great earneſtneſs and ſolempity. 
The 1 wan . bus * 


* 3 $ * 8 — => 
* - 7 
** Fl * 


x > 
* * 'f 
bo 


« the: adoration of ſaints and an gels, Eg 


| 10 and relies: The new convert may. 8 


0 ae repeated to bim with ia 8 
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« attended to a long diſcourſe of the 
208 Chriſtian religion, goes away rejoi- 

“ cing, and bleſſes the happy moment 
ee in which he became acquainted 
„with ſuch . ſublime and charming 
„ myſteries, and was made ſenſible of 
© the darkneſs and ignorance of his 
« former ſtate, in which he had been 
e ſo often debaſed by the moſt ſtupid 
e and idolatrous practices. But ſup- 
ce poſing this convert to fall into the 
40 company of ſome learned pfrote- 
e ſtants, and hear them diſpute of 
10 matters of faith; how very much 
© ſurprized muſt he needs be, to find 
7. « that a great part of thoſe. doctrines, 
0 which he had ſo eagerly and joyful- 


u embraced, were not indeed the 


« dictates of Chriſt or his followers, 


40 but the wretched and aufer contri- 
N 1 3 
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e vances of crafty politicians? That 


the beauteous and lovely. ſyſtem), 


uy 4 
” — 


* which he viewed with the deepeſt 
8. pleaſure and admiration, diſſolves, 


s and is loſt in air, and he can ſce no 
cc more the tranſient beauties of his 


ce glorious vifion. Now what ſhall 
cc this * man do-? Continue i in his pre- 
«ſent. faith he cannot, with any ſatis- 
faction, ſince he has heard ſuch e. 


evident reaſons againſt it; and ſup · 


c poſe he. reſolves to forſake his firſt - 


©6 ſcheme, and attend to the inſtruc- 


PST INE A proteſtant guide, there = 


are ſuch various opinions even a- 


_ * them, that- he is in doubt 8 
2 « which party to apply himſelf to, 
0. Whilſt, with trembling, he hears 

& them loudly- condemning each o- 

e : cher., | Saane "ill nos 6 take wotice - 
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ef this with any deſign to favour a 
ſceptical humour, or. a certain auk- 
ward method of ranging one's thoughts, 
which is newly called (by an evident 
-catachreſis) Free-thinking; his aim 
was only to know the diſmal effects of 
diviſions in the church of CHRIS, 
which, as they proceed from a ſcan- 
dalous negleCt of the plaineſt rules of 
the goſpel, ſo might they be effectually 
cured, would Chriſtians but read and 
conſi der thoſe earneſt exhortations to 
meekneſs and unity, with half that 
e in which they were deliver- 
5 ed by the glorious Author of our ſalva- | 
tion: - Could they but once be per- 
ſuaded to lay aſide their furious and 
inordinate paſſions, to quit. their cor- 
rupt and niſter deſigns ; 3 would they 
den make themſelves ſo bappſs. as to 


£S ES. 
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reſolve: to value a: plain direction of 
our bleſſed Lon, before a thouſand 

quaint gloſſes and needleſs injunctions: 

Then would joy and peace abound, 

and ever - blooming beauties adorn the 
ſacred temple. The winter being 

thus happily paſt, and the rain over 
and gone, the time of finging-birds 
would ſoon commence, and every. 

Chriſtian be refreſhed with the charm- 

ing muſic of the turtle. But the eir- 
cumſtances of our mourning family call 
for my preſenee; I can therefore only 
add, that when he was apprehenſi ive of 

approaching death, inſtead of Goking. 
in ſorrow, he entertained himſelf with 
recounting the many mercies he had 
received "through his whole life; and 
called me to bim, to read a hymn 
compoſed by the inimitable Mr. Ap- 


ha 


4 


* 
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B1SON under an indiſpoſition : : And 
when I came to hs: verſe, | 


0 how fool 1 words with Ajax warmth, 
The gratitude declare, | 
That glows within my ravi/h'd heart ! 
But thou canſt read it ae 


He deſired me to repeat it, and ſeem-_ 
ed tranſported with the fervours of 
Ie devotion. He was alſo then 
well pans to hear me read the: whole 
to him. . N ; 
When r Pale PE the bed f ahh | 


O*erwhelm'd with guilt: and lan, . $2 | 


1 1 my Maker face to 9 75 8 
© deny ſoall T agar T: 


3 3" 


£ > 
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wa. pardon may be fouhd, 5 
J And merey may be ſought, 
3 heart. with inward: horror A 
Aud trembles at the thought 
ijne, | 
Aud. fit in judgment on my ſoul; | 
r 8 Put tho aſt fold. the troubled ſoul,” 1 
SES . 1 ir bo does ber ſons amen 5: So the 
„ The timely tribute of her tears TER 
all endleſi wo⸗ prevent. 2 
2% "Then ſee th my heart, 722 
F 5 Exe yet it be too late, N 
3 md. add my 10 ax dying 4 . . 
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„ | 
or never 50 my ſoul aber 
Her - pardon to procure, 
Wh knows thy only Son has dy'd 
Ti 0 mal that 1 ſure. 


In. a wort; he lived as I fain would 
live, and he died as I fain would die. 
By bis laſt will, he left abundance of 
charitable legacies, and has given the 


bulk of his eſtate to a young gentle - 


man, whoſe misfortunes had been re- 
Pete ted to him as very particular; 
and though he was not acquainted 


with him, yet reflected with pleaſure, 


8 ſome days before he died, on the agree- So 8 
i able ſurprize which: the young gen- . 
n tleman would be in, a at the "Oe: 57 


4 Hi welcome news. 


Phil. Pra r, Sir, whereabouts dwells 5 
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- the gentleman, who i is thus 8 
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to riſe a new and brighter ſcene, I hope 
always to retain the moſt tender and 
grateful ſentiments of the Divine com- 
| paſſion; and cannot forbear expreſſing 

myſelf in the beautiful words of 
the royal pſalmiſt, as paraphraſed by 

Mr. ADpisoN, to whom we owe all 
the poetic beauties that have ran 
through our diſcourſe, _ 


133 
The Lord my paſture ſhall prepare, 
And feed me with a ſbepherd's care; 
His preſence ſhall my wants ſupply, 
And guard me with a watchful eye : 
My noon · day walks he ſhall attend, 
And all my midnight hours defend. 
„ II. . 
ien in the fultry glebe I faint, 
er on the thirſty mountain pant 
N 1 ; 
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 Tofertile vales and dewy meads 

My weary wand*ring fteps he leads: 

Where peaceful rivers, foft and flow, 

Amid the verdans landſcape flow. 

| „%% To 

Though in the paths of Death I tread, 

With gloomy horrors overſpread, 

My fledfafſt heart ſhall fear no ill, 

For thou, © Lord, art with me flill ; 

Thy friendly crook ſball give me aid, 

And guide me through the dreadful ſhade. 
„„ 

Though in a bare and rugged way, 

Through devious lenely wilds I ftray, 

Thy bounty ſball my wants beguile, 

The barren wilderneſs ſhall ſmile, 

With ſudden greens andherbage crown'd, 

And freams ſpall murmur all around. 


